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A SWITCH IN TIME
Christy Parker finds two Youghal businesses diversifying in the pandemic
Finding oneself in a jam is a common
enough situation but Youghal florist Kay
Curtin has reached the far less common
plateau of using jam to get out of a jam!
The arrival of Covid-19 has seen businesses hit by receding footfall and
reduced profits. Many businesses have
no option but to cease trading but for
some the misfortune moves them to marshal whatever resources they have and to
find some way at least to soften the blow,
if not managing to negate it. This usually
involves diversity.
Just over 30 years ago Kay graduated
from Dunmanway's College of Domestic
Science, an establishment that has since
closed. She never put those culinary skills
to commercial use prior to the pandemic,
but now their time had come.
Having first acquired a HSE home baking
licence, she began making jam to sell
alongside flowers.
The jams come in 1lb pots and varieties
of "strawberry, gooseberry, blackberry &
apple, blackcurrant and raspberry", she
reveals.
Kay picked the blackberries in copious
numbers last autumn and a friend with a
large tranche of garden provides the
other fruits. The savoury product of her
labours is marketed appropriately as
'Mam's Jam', having been titled by Kay's
daughter Alison.
Kay has been been a florist for 18 years,
mostly trading from the former Condon's
fish shop (opposite The Coffee Pot)
before relocating to the former Clarke's
shoe shop five years ago. Its not scientifically proven that people who like flowers
are also addicted to jam but business has
boomed, so one may draw certain conclusions! Others just ignore the flowers and
have eyes only for the jam pots.
In the present circumstances the flowers
and the jams cannot be purchased on the
premises "but can be ordered online in a
'click and deliver' arrangement", says

Kay Curtin

Kay.
Once the coronavirus is vanquished, the
coffee machine Kay purchased prior to
Ironman Cork 2019 will again rattle and
hum into life and, allied to "jam-topped,
home-made scones", will ensure everything comes up roses once again.
Deli-ghtful
Just 30 seconds, as the bee flies, from
Kay's Flowers (and jam), the proprietors
of the Old Imperial Hotel and Bar have
proved no less adept at adaptability in the
face of adversity.
Dan Leahy from Knockanore and
Limerick man Paul McElduff were into
their fourth year running the much-loved
hostelry when Covid-19 struck. "We've
managed to keep the doors open
throughout but not without a fair bit of readjustment", says Paul.
Locals of a certain vintage will recall that
back in the days when it was 'Joe Dan's',
the pub, which can be traced to the 18th
century, had a small grocery section as
well. Echoes of that arrangement have
returned after the owners removed the
front bar furniture and installed a delicatessen.
The deli takeaway/delivery menu
includes a vast variety of vegetables,
meats dishes (for two), pre-prepared dinners, ethnic offerings, sauces and light
beverages & sweets. The hotel also provides take-away dinners including burg-

Paul McElduff in The Wagon

ers, chicken, duck, lasagne etc. "We've
such a great reaction we may keep it to
some degree after the pandemic", says
Dan.
Wagon trail
Just beyond the front strand promenade
the Old Imperial's most innovative diversity is found, in the shape of a compact
cabin, sitting on wheels and dispersing
snacks.
"It was very obvious after the first one that
there would be more lockdowns", says
Dan, "with so many people again walking
the beach and the boardwalk and perhaps wanting a hot drink. So we bought a
small wagon last October. It would never
have crossed my mind before the virus!",
he concedes. ".
Dan felt particularly that "opening up at
Christmas would drive infection numbers
through the roof and that we'd be suffering for it for months afterwards. So we set
up on the strand and the reaction has
been fantastic".
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Operating Mondays to Friday's, the tastefilled trailer has served teas, coffees,
muffins, home made pastries and various
'tray bakes' to the parched passers-by.
Most recently, creme eggs and flavoured
hot chocolate has been added to the
menu and are "proving very popular",
Dan testifies.
Post pandemic, he may try to maintain
the wagon as a summer feature. "The
reaction has been fantastic, so why
not?!", he muses. Ah yes, nothing like a
beachside Cappuccino while waiting for
the rain to stop...
* Mam's Jam is available in lb pots
through See also: youghalflowers.co.uk;
Facebook: Kay's Flowers; Tele: (024)
25966/086-8874449
* See also, www.theoldimperialhotel.com;
callthewagon@gmail.com; Tele: (024)
92435; 087-1815994

STORM DAMAGE APPARENT AT
YOUGHAL'S CLAYCASTLE BEACH
By Christy Parker
Photos taken in the aftermath of recent
storms illustrate the damage inflicted on
Youghal's Claycastle beach. The images
challenge the imagination to picture the
soft terrain that traditionally serves the
summers at the popular strand.
An old surface drainage pipe, buried,
long forgotten and rarely seen, makes an
interesting reappearance.
Interestingly nature has also exposed
wooden groynes that were once visible
and effective barriers but which have over
time become buried beneath the shifting
sands, much of which would have swept
in from Redbarn and Pilmore with nothing
to stop it.

ing it in the harbour, notably at the Mall.
She said it had been ongoing for decades
and the old timber groynes needed
replacing.

Neither is there now much to prevent the
sand at Claycastle being carried towards
the Front Strand and beyond, the prayer
being that Mother Nature in her peculiar
way, will return it again in time for the
swimming and sandcastle season, along
with the new boardwalk.

Town engineer Paul Murray recalled a
proposal over a decade earlier to install
"five rock groynes in the Front Strand".
He said the report was in his office, would
be still relevant and could be brought to
the coastal management section.

In April 2018 Cllr Mary Linehan-Foley had
a motion adopted at the East Cork
Municipal District meeting asking that
Cork County Council's Coastal
Management SPC "look at applying for
funding for groynes in the Front Strand,
before we lose our beach":
The councillor said tidal forces were moving the sand from the beach and deposit-

Cllr Linehan-Foley also informed that
meeting that an (unnamed) individual had
offered to resolve the problem "the Dutch
way", using boulders. He was willing to
conduct the work himself, with a portion
of the work free of charge. "We won't
have a beach if we don't look after our
groynes", she warrned. She may yet be
right.
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NTA funding of over €4.5
million granted for the
development of four cycle
route projects in East
Cork - David Stanton
The National Transport Authority (NTA)
has allocated total funding of €4.575 million to Cork County Council to progress
four cycle route projects in East Cork
under this year's Sustainable Transport
Measures Grants, according to Fine Gael
TD for Cork East Constituency, David
Stanton.
The NTA funding is part of an increased
€240 million national package to support
the development of high-quality facilities
for cyclists and walkers by providing
upgrades to existing cycle schemes and
outdoor spaces and improvements to
road infrastructure such as segregated
cycling lanes, the widening of footpaths
and increased pedestrian crossings.
Four cycle route projects have been
approved for grant funding under the
2021 allocation:
Project - Funding Amount
- Dunkettle to Carrigtwohill Cycle Route €3.1 million
- Ballinacurra to Midleton Cycle Route €1.325 million
- Carrigtwohill to Midleton Cycle Route €100,000
- Cobh Ferry to Train Station Cycle Route
- €50,000
Total - €4.575 million
Speaking after confirmation of the allocations, David Stanton said: "The NTA's latest Sustainable Transport Measures allocations have proven to be enormously
successful for projects in East Cork with
considerable funding granted to develop
important local cycle routes.

"The Dunkettle to Carrigtwohill cycle
route has been granted one of the largest
funding allocations under the scheme
with €3.1 million designated for the progression of the route. Such a commitment
to develop this infrastructure and the
associated routes in Midleton and
Ballincurra is very positive news for commuters and leisure seekers alike. The
funding of a new cycle route linking the
Cobh ferry to the train station will also be
of enormous benefit to the wider Cobh
community and one which I am certain
will be welcomed locally.
"The NTA will oversee and support these
local projects in conjunction with Cork
County Council and ensure that their optimal use be people of all ages and abilities. Funding will also be granted by the
NTA to support infrastructure for the Safe
to Schools Programme, the Active Travel
Towns and Villages allocation and for
Covid measures under the scheme.
"I believe that the onset of the pandemic
and the associated restrictions may have
given many of us a newfound appreciation of the importance of health and wellbeing and the part that outdoor recreation
can play. The availability of such cycle
lanes to both cyclists and walkers will
only help to strengthen local recreational
options in the future while also increasing
connectivity between Cork city and the
wider East Cork area and further benefitting daily commuters and local business
development and tourism", said Deputy
Stanton.
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Cobh Tidy Towns
On the last Sunday of November our volunteers picked 8 bags of litter from the
Fota Road.
Starting on 10th January another volunteer cleaned the road in sections when
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Cobh Hospital

weather conditions allowed starting with
the middle section. In total another 8 bags
have been picked.
Already in February the middle straight
section is unfortunately filthy again!

Thank you so much to Muireann Ní Loingsigh and Jenny Bell from The Bunker Hill
Band who with special help from Kitty Devery, Conor Cloke and Lola Boden raised
€1000 for Friends of Cobh hospital.

Equine community rears
up in defense of 'The
Curragh of Munster'

20th February no let up
Cans, bottles, coffee cups, food containers and sweet wrappers. It's never ending.
To the person who keeps losing and

every week throws their lottery scratch
cards out the window of their vehicle
between Carrigaloe and the Golf Club it's
time to stop wasting your money and our
time !

Cobh connection
to Clonmult ambush
Cobh Flying Column members. The four
who lost their lives to the Clonmult
tragedy, and their commander on the day
and sole escapee of the ambush Jack O'
Connell.
There were in fact six Cobh members of
the column, the most senior, Paddy

Whelan was absent from Clonmult at the
time of the ambush that day, while he
assisted the Column leader Diarmuid
Hurley and Joe Ahern with some reconnaissance work at Cobh Junction, for a
pending military operation there.

Wind farm rejected by equestrian industry
and residents across Cork and Waterford
As the closing date for submissions for
Lyrenacarriga wind farm approaches on
March 5 at An Bord Pleanála (ref PL04.
309121), the local equine industry across
West Waterford and East Cork - including
such high profile names as Davy and
Jerry Russell, 55+ breeders and trainers
and equine establishments who collectively contribute to the 'Curragh of
Munster', are lodging their objections well
in advance of the deadline.
Developers RWE (formerly Innogy) Curns
Energy Ltd /Highfield Energy want to
erect 17 x 150m-high industrial wind turbines across West Waterford and East
Cork - with a large sub-station and battery
storage facility on the Youghal water supply.
Blackwater Wind Aware community group
chairperson, Patrick Massey says, "As
well as health risks and effects to humans
and wildlife, the equine industry is also
extremely concerned about this windfarm
and proximity of these giant turbines. The
horse industry contributes more than €1.1
billion annually to the Irish economy and
provides jobs in rural areas with little
other investment."
Equestrian consultant, coach and former
Irish Olympian, John Watson, has a
broad knowledge of equestrianism in all
its forms. A supporter of rural Ireland and
traditional Irish horse breeding, John
warns, " While private individuals can
take their own chances on horseback,
employers have statutory obligations to
staff and cannot reasonably send out
employees on horses where there is an
identifiable risk that a horse might spook,
its rider fall off, or cause an injury. They
might get away with doing so until the first
incident, but then it would move from
presently difficult and expensive, to
impossible to get employer liability insurance - so the business and therefore
employment would have to fold."
The 2014 submission stated that "the proposed developments will be a significant
deterrent to future funding and support
from overseas investors, who are integral
to the industry". The trainers said young
horses being broken and ridden for the
first time are most vulnerable to wind turbine and pylon noise. "They are very easily spooked by shadow or noise.

Internationally, these projects aren't sited
by stud farms or training yards," said Joe
Osbourne, managing director of
Kildangan Stud in Kildare.
Waterford horse breeders and trainers,
John and Anne Houlihan, are fiercely
opposed to the wind farm and hugely
concerned about effects on horses.
"I have been breeding sport horses since
I used to keep ponies and compete at
local gymkhanas and shows, as did my
father and grandfather before me. It has
been our dream to produce a top show
jumper or eventer."
"As I have realised from talking to local
horse breeders and stud owners, the
vibrations from the spinning turbine
blades and infrasound noise affects the
horse in the same was as it affects the
human. If these turbines go ahead, it will
be the end of the racing and sport horse
breeding industry in the West Waterford
and East Cork areas. "
Blackwater Wind Aware community group
chairperson, Patrick Massey added "Our
communities are fully aware of climate
change and the need to move to renewable energy. We are not against wind
energy as part of a balanced mix of
renewable technologies. We are however
against poor planning regulations, outdated guidelines for wind farm developers
and a national renewable energy action
plan that has never been through a proper cost based analysis. "
"Lyrenacarriga wind farm would be visible from 45km in all directions and would
be seen way beyond the county bounds.
It is essentially two wind farms - as one is
in Waterford and the other is in Cork. It
will be situated on a vulnerable rural elevated upland plateau, on an open and
exposed landscape, with no land cover or
significant features to absorb the scale of
the development. There are already three
wind farms in the Blackwater Valley and
the gentle, scenic, landscape and wildlife
and biodiversity levels cannot absorb any
more."
Blackwater Wind Aware is calling on anyone who is opposed to the Lyrenacarriga
wind farm PL04. 309121 to make a submission to An Bord Pleanála before
March 5. Their website includes full
details of the application, turbine maps
and background information. www.blackwaterwindaware.com

email: advertising@flanaganprint.ie

East Cork News & Advertiser

Thursday February 25th, 2021

Statement from Mayor of the County of Cork, Cllr. Mary Linehan
Foley, in relation to Bessborough Mother and Baby Home
As many will be aware, I am the child of a
mother and baby home. I was born in
Bessborough Mother and Baby Home.
This is a fact I never shied away form. I
have come to know my birth mother and
consider myself to be very fortunate. But I
know there are many who have not been
so fortunate.
As Mayor of the County of Cork, I would
like to say I am deeply sorry. Sorry to all
the mothers and babies who suffered and
continue to suffer. Sorry to the mothers
and babies who endured such appalling
mistreatment. Sorry to the mothers and
babies
who
were
abandoned.
Abandoned by society and state.
I offer this apology as County Mayor and
on behalf of Cork County Council. This
apology goes out to those who were
failed by a multitude of institutions including this local authority.
Bessborough Mother and Baby home
was, at the time of operation, within the
jurisdiction of Cork County Council. As a
Council our ultimate priority is the welfare
of our residents. Welfare was not afforded
to the residents of this mother and baby
home. The care, compassion and con-

that I was myself was a survivor of; and
now a member of. But I want all survivors to know that I mean this truly and
sincerely. I know that while these actions
took place in the not too distant past, as a

society we have transformed entirely. But
we must never forget the part we played
in this painful past, never forget what happened and ensure it never happens
again.

Cork County Council plans
Upgrade Works for Cobh
cern which should have been a guiding
light was missing. Welfare was replaced
by neglect. Worst of all, the most vulnerable members of our society were utterly
ignored and shunned.
As Bessborough Mother and Baby home
now falls within the remit of Cork City
Council, I welcome the announcement
made by Lord Mayor Cllr. Joe Kavanagh
on the establishment of a Working Group
to deliver the actions set out in the
Government's action plan.
Its almost a contradiction for me to issue
an apology on behalf of an organisation

Cork County Council continues to
progress a range of projects across the
county and is currently seeking tenders
for the Cobh Municipal District Footpath
Contract 2021.
Works to be carried out under this contract in Cobh will see the upgrade and
repair of existing footpaths and the construction of new footpaths.
Mayor of the County of Cork, Cllr Mary
Linehan Foley, welcomed the projects
saying,
"While construction has been impacted
by restrictions, it's good to see preparations continue for when work can commence on projects like the footpath contract for Cobh Municipal District. These
works will improve pedestrian facilities for

Cobh and surrounding areas."
Chief Executive of Cork County Council
Tim Lucey, commented,
"The Cobh MD Footpath contract works
will improve pedestrian access and safety and increase connectivity, both of
which complement the works of Cork
County Council's Project ACT in supporting the reactivation of the county. The
preparatory works for these projects,
including tenders, have all been progressed with the expectation that works
can be advanced as soon as Covid-19
restrictions on construction activity are
eased."
Works on the Cobh Footpath contract,
with expected duration of approximately 3
months, will commence once the contract
is awarded.

Park N.S Now Enrolling for 2021-22

Park N.S are now enrolling for
Sept 2021-22.The admissions
Notice and relevant information
on website or email parknationalschool@gmail.com
Ms. Orla Burke, Principal of
Park N.S has the following to
say about Park." Park N.S has
everything to offer your childSports, IT, up to date interactive
whiteboards, Music, Drama, IT,
STEM, Aistear, Geen Schools

and Active Schools initiativesbut most of all a big heart and
the benefit of individual attention for each pupil.
Our outdoor facilities include a
huge GAA pitch, baskeball
court, sensory garden, soccer
area, garden maze and more.
We have an excellent and talented staff who will offer your
child a unique and rewarding
education"
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The meaning of
Mother's Day
FLOWERS

THERE are many different flowers conveying messages appropriate to
the message you want to send on Mother's Day. A pink carnation is the
flower for Mother's Day, symbolising 'always on my mind'. In Canada, you
wear a red carnation if your mother is still alive or a white carnation if your
mother has passed away.
Roses in general convey love and gratitude. Others include:
* Asters - a symbol of love
* Bluebells - symbolise everlasting love
* Red Chrysanthemums (or Dendranthema) - symbolise love
* Daisies - symbolise loyal love
* Forget-me-nots - symbolise faithful love
* Moss - unusual, but it symbolises maternal love
* Myrtle - symbolises duty, affection, home and love
* Orange blossom - symbolises eternal love
* Orchids (or Cymbidium) - symbolise love and beauty
* Singapore Orchids (or Dendrobium) - symbolise refinement and are a
sign of a beautiful lady
* Red roses - symbolise love
* Pink roses - symbolise gentility and grace
* Snapdragons (or Antirrhinum) - symbolise a gracious lady
* Stock (or Matthiola) - symbolises lasting beauty
* Red tulips - symbolise love
* Magenta Zinnia - symbolises lasting affection.

Thursday February 25th, 2021

News from Midleton CBS
Primary School
Castles and Spaceships
Whether it was knights fighting dragons
or astronauts exploring space, the boys in
first class let their imaginations wander to
far off magical places to help them succeed in their quest to design castles and
spaceships. From using Lego, blocks,
colouring or construction, the boys
achieved their goals in reaching new
heights in space and art exploration and
conquering draw bridges, dragons, and
turrets.

Snow Day
Even though it was short lived, that did
not stop the boys from Midleton CBS
Primary School from venturing out to get
some cold crisp fresh air and enjoying the
snow. There were snowball fights, snowmen building and even snow drawings.
Pancake Tuesday
From syrup covered stacks to strawberry
to decorated pancakes, the boys shared
some delicious creations and culinary
skills with their teachers.
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Remote learning
South Abbey
National School
All the pupils, staff and parents in South
Abbey National School have been engaging very well with remote learning over
the past few weeks. Everyone has
worked together during this difficult time
to ensure learning can continue to occur
remotely. Teachers in South Abbey have
received an excellent standard of work
from pupils during this period, some of
this work is showcased below.
Our regular Zoom calls are proving to be
very enjoyable for all involved, it has provided everyone with an opportunity to see
each other, exchange some news and
participate in some fun activities. School
staff hope that we will all be back in the
school building in the near future. Check
out our school Facebook page to see the

full collection of pictures. Well done to all
the pupils, staff and parents!!

Funding of over €34,000 granted
for repair of Pilmore Sluice Gate
in Youghal - David Stanton
Cork East Fine Gael TD, David Stanton,
has confirmed that the Office of Public
Works (OPW) has approved a funding
allocation of €34,392 to be granted to
Cork County Council for the repair and
replacement of the existing tidal sluice
gate at Pilmore, Youghal.
Speaking after the allocation had been
confirmed, David Stanton said: "I have no
doubt that the OPW's funding allocation
will be welcomed by those in Pilmore and
the wider Youghal area. This funding
totalling over €34,000 has been granted
to Cork County Council under the Minor
Works application to replace the existing
Pilmore Sluice Gate and conduct associated repair works to the bank.

"The current tidal sluice gate in place on
the Womanagh River has sustained damage which has prevented it from functioning properly and has led to instances of
flooding at Pilmore where road users
have had difficulty in accessing or leaving
nearby properties. I have made representations to Cork County Council and to the
Minister for the Office of Public Works
and Flood Relief on the need for repair
works to be conducted and I am delighted that the OPW has now outlined its
intention to provide funding as part of the
Minor Works scheme to ensure that the
situation is remedied", concluded Deputy
Stanton.
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Youghal Rotary Club hosts Rotary Ireland's
First Virtual Conference
For FREE registration visit:
Youghal Rotary Facebook page
Or use the attached QR code

Youghal Rotary Club was established in
2003 and became one of the growing
number of Rotary Clubs in Ireland.
David Kelly was the founding President,
and the Club has now grown to 31 members, who, until lockdown arrived, continued to meet every week in the Red Store.

A lot of work has taken place behind the
scenes and the Rotary Ireland
Conference Committee of Kieran
O'Connor, Conny Ovesen, Elaine Kirk,
Niamh McDonnell, Mary Bernard, Garth
Arnold, Kevin Walsh and Frank Down
have fine-tuned the theme and organised
a fine list of speakers.
Dr Kieran O'Connor, President of Youghal
Rotary Club and Chair of the organising
committee explains; " The Conference
theme is - Caring for our planet, our communities, and ourselves - which we feel
reflects the growing environmental concerns that all our members share, and the
range of speakers we have organised will
certainly give us some insights and ideas
to help us all care for the planet".
The Rotary Ireland Conference will be
hosted by

- Mr James O'Connor TD
- Minister for Foreign Affairs and Defence
Mr Simon Coveney TD
- Vice-Admiral Mark Mellet, Chief of Staff
of the Defence Forces

- Dr Ide Delargy, Medical Practitioner and
Director Practitioner Health Matters
speaking on looking after our wellbeing
- Mr Liam O'Brien award winning producer of RTE Radio 1's Doc on 1 speaking on
an inside glimpse into Climate Change

The Youghal Club has also made an
impact nationally, as our member Conny
Ovesen has been appointed District
Governor of Rotary Ireland which currently has 72 Clubs.
Conny Ovesen

- Dr Ian Norton, former head of the
WHO's emergency Medical Team
Initiative and founder and MD of respond
Global will join from Australia speaking on
Emerging from the Pandemic
- Sara-Jane Cromwell, Lecturer and
course facilitator from UCC, speaking on
transgender diversity and inclusion

The Conference was originally planned to
take place as a face-to-face event in
September 2020 but was postponed due
to the Covid-19 restrictions.
However, we are now making history as
the event has been rescheduled to
Saturday March 6th and will be Ireland's
first virtual national conference.
The conference will begin formally at
10am but there will be introductions and
welcoming material on screen from 9am.
Proceedings will finish at 3pm and it
promises to be a unique and exciting
event.

- Cork County Mayor, Ms Mary Linehan
Foley

- Darina Allen well known chef and author
speaking on Myrtle Allen's legacy, local,
seasonal and sustainable

The Club has become part of the community and provides support for local projects such as the Remembrance Tree at
Christmas, Young Photographer, Young
Writer and Young Musician of the Year,

Following strong representation from
Conny, and with the support of the members locally, Youghal Rotary Club will now
host this year's Rotary Ireland
Conference.

Youghal Rotary Club are delighted to welcome all our speakers including:

- Ms Sandra Rockett, Director - Wealth &
Corporate Distribution Irish Life
Investment Managers speaking on
Sustainability from an investment perspective
- Mr David Kelly the first President of
Youghal Rotary Club speaking on
Youghal's history
Dr. Kieran O'Connor.

There will also be presentations on various Rotary projects and activities including School Bikes Africa - where Rotary
Ireland Clubs have sent over 3,000 refurbished bikes to Africa in recent years. -

this includes over 72 bikes from Youghal,
donated by the family of John Kennedy.
An innovative feature of the Conference
is the Showcase which will run as a sidebar to the main conference. This will highlight the doors of opportunity that Rotary
opens and the great work done on development projects in the local community
and abroad.
Youghal will feature strongly throughout
the conference:
- A pre-conference video produced by
Youghal Rotary Club in conjunction with
James McCarthy of MacFly Media, narrated by Rotarian Dorothy Heaphy, will
show Youghal to the rest of Ireland and
the world.
- Bunscoil Mhuire Youghal will open the
Conference with a song written, performed, recorded and produced by 6th
class pupils of the school, under the
direction of Mr. White, featuring - Abbie
Coleman, James O' Leary, Krys Jagielski,
Emanuelle Akpaloo, Elin Jones, and Sara
Kenny.
- Lunchtime entertainment will be provided by Youghal Comhaltas.
- Youghal Tourism will have a full-length
feature about the town as part of the
Showcase - this is full of interesting information.
- There will also be some exciting prizes
available on the day to attendees,
through the kind sponsorship from The
Red Store Bar & Restaurant Youghal, The
Walter Raleigh Hotel Youghal,
Maryborough Hotel, Cliff Hotel Ardmore,
The Round Tower Hotel, Ardmore,
Castlemartyr Hotel and Resort,
Ballymaloe Cookery School, Inis
Fragrances, Fota Island Hotel & Resort.
The Conference promises to be entertaining, challenging and informative so
please feel FREE to join us on Saturday
March 6th.

The Rotary Ireland Conference,
starting at 9am on Saturday March 6th,
is FREE of charge
and you can register quickly on the Youghal
Rotary Facebook page.
You can also register by visiting
www.Rotary.ie
Register and join in as Youghal
broadcasts to Ireland and the World.
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Pobalscoil Na Trionoide Annual Awards

Maeve Lynch - Academic Achievement

Ruby Dewick - Academic Achievement
Performing Arts Award

Dara Motherway - Academic Achievement

Matthew O'Donnell - Academic Achievement
Performing Arts Award

Steven Scully - Academic Achievement
Loreto Award - Agent of Social Change
Debating and Public Speaking Award

Alex Brophy - Academic Achievement
Boy's Sport Senior - Design and Communication
Graphics

Mariele Ponte - Academic Achievement

Ethan Cliffe - Academic Achievement

Caoimhe Kinsley - Academic Achievement

Caitlin Ní Órsaigh - Academic Achievement
Debating and Public Speaking Award
Denis Murphy Perpetual Murphy

Ódhrán Ó Finn - Academic Achievement

Ronan Lee - Engineering
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NO COVID-19 VACCINATION CENTRE
FOR EAST CORK OR WEST WATERFORD
By Christy Parker
The vast majority of people across East
Cork and West Waterford will have to
travel to their respective cities for their
Covid-19 vaccinations in the coming
months. However local doctors would
seem accepting of the demand on the
grounds that providing additional vaccine
centres in most rural areas would be
unfeasible and that the arrangements will
fulfill all requirements.
With the exception of front-line healthcare
workers, people over 70 and schoolchildren, one supposes, an estimated population of about 70,000 contained within two
municipal districts and spanning over 50
miles, will be expected to travel.
Cork County Mayor Cllr Mary LinehanFoley who represents the county council
on the HSE forum, has described the
absence of a rural vaccine centre as "very
disappointing" and has asked the HSE to
reconsider the decision.
"I am very concerned because a lot of
people with mobility problems and so on
may have difficulty travelling", she says.
"It also flies in the face of asking people to
avoid using public transport, because not
everybody has a car or can afford a taxi.
I would like to see a centre in Youghal, as
it could also help West Waterford."
Supply and delivery
In a stock response to inquiries and without referencing the region directly, the
HSE says it is "managing a suite of vaccine products with different handling and
delivery requirements" adding that vaccination is currently "limited only by the
supply of approved vaccines".
The Executive says it used census population data to locate "37 vaccination centres, ranging in capacity from 10 to 50
vaccination booths". With the criteria for
selection including "ease of access,
transport links and parking".
The message describes the rollout programme as "flexible and agile" and
responsive "to what is an evolving situation internationally". The centres "will
come onstream as needed, from late
March/early April", the health body says
and "in advance of the need to match
vaccine supply which, based on current
information, is forecast to reach a peak in
Quarter 2".

Matthews is critical of "the slow roll-out"
of vaccines and particularly that plans for
many local GP's to administer the Pffizer
vaccine to the over 85 age group was
deferred from February 17th to March
3rd. "They decided to supply it to a hundred really large practices first", he says.
Dr Matthews says he has "no real problem" with the absence of vaccination centres in east Cork. "You can't have them
everywhere", he reasons. "My main concern really is the pace of the roll-out. We
need to get it out there and into people's
arms as fast as possible, no matter where
its done!"
Opportunity, not problems
Midleton-based Dr Michael Thompson
says the absence of a centre between
Cork and Waterford is perfectly understandable. "I'm sure every town would
love one", he says, "but its not that simple. Who would staff it for example - we
still have to run our normal services".
Dr Thompson, who is lead GP for the
Cork CIT hub of 20 GP practitioners, says
the centres are big, costly and capable of
meeting all demands. He is pleased that
Cork in total has acquired five, compared
with one in Limerick and three at most in
the west of Ireland. Confident that the
HSE has based its conclusions on
responsible population statistics.
One of the doctor's prime arguments in
bringing people to the centres is that they
"will have to get in a car for their vaccinations anyway" as they cannot be administered at home. "Its just a matter of travelling a bit further", he reasons, adding that
"people drive to their GPs and to South
Doc and so on all the time". While accepting that minimising reliance on public
transport is a valid concern, he argues
that "the biggest thing is not seeing what
the problems are but what the opportunities are".
Never say never
All that being said Dr Thompson says the
plans remain "a living document" that can
and may change with circumstances. "I'd
actually like to see a centre in Youghal
and it may happen as things progress",
he suggests. "I feel at least that the people who won't be able to get to a centre,
can be mopped up by their GPs or pharmacists".

Offering what is perhaps a sliver of hope
that locations may sometimes be altered
to include rural areas currently omitted
the Executive says the roll-out is "an iterate process and we must be in a position
to adapt and change as the rollout continues".

"The truly bed-bound of course can't travel and this is being worked on", he reassures. "But otherwise I think personal
responsibility comes into this. Much
depends on the flow of vaccines and supply is hard to control. But I think its rapidly evolving and we just need to change
our mindset".

Roll-out pace criticised
Meanwhile, the HSE says the vaccines
are "currently being administered in
healthcare settings to front-line healthcare workers, and to people aged 70 and
over by their GPs across 1,300 practices".
However Youghal doctor Declan

* The Cork city & county vaccination centres & booths are Páirc Uí Chaoimh (30
booths), City Hall (30), MTU Campus,
Bishopstown (40), Bantry Primary Care
Centre (15), Clonakilty GAA Club
(unspecified) and Mallow GAA Club (15).
Waterford WIT Centre (40) in the city is
just the only one handling vaccinations.
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Killeagh Inch Historical Group
Commemorate the 100th Anniversary
of the Clonmult Uprising
On Sunday 20th February 1921 during
the Irish War of Independence the flying
Column of the 4th Battalion, 1st Cork
Brigade was wiped out after being surprised in their base camp at Clonmult by
a British Army patrol. Twelve members of
the Battalion lost their lives during the
ambush. Diarmuid O'Leary from Killeagh,
one of nine survivors, was sentenced to
death the following month by a Military
Court in Victoria Barrack which was later
commuted to Penal Service for Life. After
Diarmuid had recovered from his wounds
he was transferred to Spike Island and
finally released in February 1922.
All the survivors with the exception of
Paddy O'Sullivan and Maurice Moore had
their death sentences commuted to Penal
Servitude for Life.
Diarmuid died in 1981 and is buried in
Mogeely Graveyard outside Killeagh
together with his wife Ellen who died in
1951. RIP
Issued by Neville Dent on behalf of The
Killeagh Inch Historical Group

Sean McCarthy and George Fogarty of
the Killeagh Inch Historical Group
laying a wreath on the Grave of
Diarmuid O'Leary in Mogeely.

KILLEAGH GAA
KILLEAGH GAA
By Patrick Mulcahy, Killeagh GAA PRO
LOTTO UPDATE:
A ROLLING JACKPOT GATHERS NO
MOSS!!
The latest Lotto club draw was worth
€4,400 and took place on Tuesday
February 16th. The numbers drawn on
the night were 10, 13, 14 & 26. We had no
winner of this week's draw. The €30
Lucky Dip winners drawn were Sorcha
Keniry & Brian and Susan Barry while the
€30 voucher for Joes Farm Crisps was
won by James Maunsell & the €30 voucher for Barry's Nurseries was won by
Ronnie Landers. This week's Jackpot will
be worth €4,600.
Our Lotto Tickets are available locally in
local businesses. Please Support Local
Businesses!
Or you can enter the draw online, you can
buy tickets up to 8:15pm on Tuesday
evening
at
https://bit.ly/Killeagh!
Remember, no queues, no delays, the
Killeagh GAA Online Lotto is always a
great and easy way to Play!!
Remember, Money Spent Local Stays
Local!
UPCOMING EVENTS POSTPONED
As you can imagine, a various number of
events have to be postponed or cancelled

over the coming weeks. The Annual
Killeagh Healthy Clubs 4 Mile Road Race
has been cancelled for early March due
to current state of the pandemic. We
hope to possibly re-organize this later in
the year pending on the status of the pandemic.
Also, on an annual basis in February we
host our Registration Day. But once again
this has gone by the way side and is postponed until further notice. The club will
not seek membership until training
recommences. But if you do wish to pay
your membership for the 2021 season,
you can drop it to Runaí Mary Fitzgibbon
in Fitzgibbon's Garage or you can drop it
in one of our Lotto Boxes in Londis or
Centra and marking your name and
attention of Membership on the envelope.
KILLEAGH GAA GOLF SOCIETY:
Our Annual three-day Killeagh GAA Golf
Classic is scheduled from Thursday July
8th to Saturday July 10th at West
Waterford Golf Club. If you are interested
in playing in the three-day extravaganza,
the good advice is to contact Ray
Rochford ASAP to get your optimum
timeslot.
If you are interested in joining the Killeagh
GAA Golf Society for their variety of trips
away & outings for 2021, give Ray
Rochford a call on 087-2330054.
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- Tony Harpur’s Historical Tales The Battle of Affane in February 1565
A long, long, time ago there was a battle
between Cork, Kerry, Limerick on one
side and Waterford, Tipperary and
Kilkenny on the other side. It ended badly
for the 'west Munster side while east
Munster (aided by Kilkenny) was victorious. Sadly, it wasn't a battle on the hurling pitch or even on the Gaelic football
pitch, it was a real, and bloody battle. And
it was fought in west Waterford in
February 1565, at the ford of Affane on
the Finisk River between Cappoquin and
Dromana. Many historians classify it as
the last 'private battle' in Britain and
Ireland (I'm not entirely sure I agree with
that - the Gaelic clans in Ireland and
Scotland could still stand off against one
another into the 1600s). Anyway, we
won't let this month of February go by
without considering it.
In our last two outings we visited the
United States by way of Cork and
Kilkenny. In this article we are returning
home to Ireland and visiting the western
parts of County Waterford - the area properly known as Decies, to be precise. It's a
district I've neglected in these articles of
late. To explain how the 14th Earl of
Desmond and the 10th Earl of Ormond
fought a pitched battle early in the reign of
Queen Elizabeth I we will have to go back
in history to set the scene. The usual
assumption that medieval noblemen were
always fighting each other is true to some
extent but by the 1500s they were expected to resolve their differences in either a
court of law or in parliament. Pitched battles were a serious offence especially
since the reign of King Henry VII (reigned
1485-1509). Henry hated the idea that
noblemen would have their own private
armies which might threaten his position,
so he tried to tax such forces out of existence on the principle that if a man could
afford to equip and pay for an army, he
could afford to pay much more in tax to
the Crown.
While there had long been animosity
between the Fitzgeralds of Desmond and
the Butlers of Ormond going back centuries, despite efforts by both sides to
patch up a peace between them. The
Fitzgeralds (Kildare and Desmond) came
to Ireland with the invasion of 1169. It was
only a couple of years later that Theobald
Walter, the progenitor of the Butlers, was
brought to Ireland by Prince John (later
King John) and granted lands in Ormond
(modern County Tipperary). One of
Theobald Walter's descendants, James
Butler, was made Earl of Ormond in 1328.
And this title passed down through the
family but for one interruption. That interruption was caused by Thomas Butler,
7th Earl of Ormond, who married twice
and only had daughters. Thomas's
daughter, Lady Margaret Butler married
Sir Geoffrey Boleyn and their son,
Thomas Boleyn was the father of Anne
Boleyn, who became the mistress and
second wife of King Henry VIII with consequences we all know. Because Lady

Margaret had been an heiress of the
Butler estates in Ireland, Thomas Boleyn
was made Earl of Ormond on his mother's claim, presumably at Anne Boleyn's
instigation. This entailed pushing aside
Piers Butler of Polestown who was, in
English law, the rightful heir. Henry VIII
got Piers to relinquish his claims to the
Ormond title on 18th February 1528 in
favour of Thomas Boleyn. Just five days
later, Piers was made Earl of Ossory by
the king, at the instigation of Cardinal
Wolsey. The Ormond title was restored to
Piers Butler on 22nd February 1538 but
he only had a year and a bit to enjoy it, for
he died in August 1539.
Piers and his wife, Margaret Fitzgerald (of
Kildare) had a son, James, who succeeded as the 9th Earl of Ormond. He was
wounded on campaign in France with
Henry VIII and was thereafter known as
James the Lame. He married Joan
Fitzgerald, daughter of the 10th Earl of
Desmond, who became the heiress general to the Desmond properties.
Shockingly, James Butler, 9th Earl of
Ormond, died by poisoning at Ely Palace
in London in October 1546. It was recently suspected that Sir Anthony St Leger,
Lord Deputy of Ireland, who had quarrelled with Ormond, may have poisoned
him and many of his followers. James and
Joan Fitzgerald had a black-haired son,
Thomas, known to all as Black Tom
Butler. Before he succeeded as the 10th
Earl of Ormond, Black Tom was partially
brought up in the company of his fourth
cousin, Elizabeth Tudor.
Meanwhile, in the western parts of
Munster, Thomas FitzMaurice Fitzgerald
established himself at Shanid in County
Limerick. One of his descendants, John
FitzThomas of Shanid married Marjorie
FitzAnthony, daughter of the Lord of
Decies. As a result, John of Shanid was
granted the lordship of Decies, including
Dungarven, to add to his other lands and
was made Baron Desmond. One of John
and Marjorie's descendants, Maurice
FitzThomas Fitzgerald, 4th Baron
Desmond, was created Earl of Desmond
in about 1329. He was not afraid to flex
his regional power into vacant lands in
East Cork. His descendant, James, 6th
Earl of Desmond, finally gained legal control of East Cork (Imokilly and the manor
of Inchiquin), and was able to give Decies
to his second son, Gerald, as a separate
lordship. This would sow the seeds of the
trouble in 1565.
There were problems in the Desmond
succession and at least twice there was a
coup within the family, leading to the overthrow of the incumbent Earl and his
replacement by another member of the
family. James Fitzgerald had deposed his
nephew, Thomas, 5th Earl of Desmond,
for marrying a woman below his station.
James was accepted by all as the 6th
Earl. Then in December 1487, James, the
8th Earl of Desmond, was murdered by
one of his servants, John Murtagh, at the

Ormond Castle, County Tipperary

instigation of a younger brother, John
Fitzgerald! James wasn't even 30 years
old when he died and was succeeded by
his brother Maurice as 9th Earl.
Meanwhile John Fitzgerald was exiled
from the Desmond lands. Maurice's son,
James, succeeded as the 10th Earl, Joan
Fitzgerald's father, but he died without a
male heir, so his uncle Thomas succeeded as the 11th Earl. Thomas died in 1534
and was succeeded by his son, James,
the 12th Earl of Desmond. But John
Fitzgerald, the man who instigated the
murder of the 8th Earl, disputed the succession and overthrew James, so claiming to be the 12th Earl of Desmond. Now
you know why there's a question mark
over the numbering of the Earls of
Desmond! It was John's grandson who
succeeded as either the 14th or 15th Earl
of Desmond and was involved in the
events of 1565. For clarity, we'll use the
second numbering.
In late 1564 Joan Fitzgerald died. She
was the daughter of Thomas, the 10th
Earl of Desmond, and was the heiress
general to the Desmond estates and had
been married to James Butler, 9th Earl of
Ormond, and was the mother of Black
Tom, 10th Earl of Ormond. When James
was poisoned in London, Joan reluctantly
married (in 1548) a pal of King Henry VIII
to protect her son's inheritance - Francis
Bryan, also known as the 'Vicar of Hell' for
his philandering and roistering. Even during his lifetime Bryan was considered an
infamous rake and libertine. But the marriage didn't last - Bryan died in Clonmel in
1550, presumably worn out by his rakish
exertions, but poison cannot be dismissed. It was rumoured at the time that
Joan was out on a hunting expedition with
her cousin, Gerald, the Earl of Desmond!
Feel free to speculate on that….
In 1551, Joan Fitzgerald married her
cousin, Gerald, the 15th Earl of
Desmond. She was about 40, while he
was apparently a handsome lad of 17
years, and the grandson of a usurper! It
was an extraordinary move by Gerald
since it was unlikely that his wife could
bear him an heir to inherit the Desmond
lands and title! Mind you, Joan had provided James Butler, 9th Earl of Ormond,
with seven living sons! It is unknown if
she bore any Butler daughters. Joan
proved to be a key player in keeping the
peace between the rival Ormond and
Desmond factions in Munster, especially
at Bohermore in County Limerick, when

she moved between the two rival camps
to prevent war. Her skill as a diplomat was
appreciated by Queen Elizabeth I who
relied on her to keep the peace in
Munster. Joan kept up a friendly and lively correspondence with the queen. But
her death ended the peace.
IN 1565, Gerald, Earl of Desmond, decided that Sir Maurice Fitzgerald of
Dromana, the lord of Decies, was too
independent for his liking. The time had
come to reassert Desmond control. Sir
Maurice had accepted the protection of
his cousin, Black Tom Butler. It was all the
excuse Desmond needed. He brought an
army composed of 80 to 100 horsemen
and 300-400 foot soldiers including his
allies, McCarthy, McSheehy, O'Connor,
O'Sullivan…and Sir Piers Butler of Cahir!
Ormond got wind of this and quickly
arrived with about 100 horsemen and
some 300 gallowglasses and other allies,
including three of his brothers and Lord
Power, McGillapatrick and the
O'Kennedys, and Sir Maurice Fitzgerald's
men.
The battle started by accident as the two
forces encountered each other at the ford
of Affane on the Finisk River. The
encounter lasted barely an hour because
Sir Edmund Butler shot the Earl of
Desmond in the right hip and captured
him. With their leader captured, the
Desmond forces fled. As he was being
borne on a stretcher into captivity,
Desmond was asked 'Where now is the
power of Desmond?' His response was
'On the necks of the Butlers where it
belongs!' At least he kept his humour! So
ended was some view as the 'last feudal
battle' in Britain and Ireland. As you can
imagine, Queen Elizabeth was furious but
let her cousin, Black Tom Butler, 10th Earl
of Ormond, off rather lightly while imposing a huge fine on Desmond. All this did
was to store up further resentment in
Desmond's mind. Perhaps he should
have challenged Ormond to a hurling
match!
As if in celebration of his victory, Tom
Butler, 10th Earl of Ormond, built a modern English style manor house onto his
castle at Carrick-on-Suir, and filled it with
plasterwork depicting the Royal Arms of
England and images of Queen Elizabeth,
his cousin. The house has been superbly
restored by the OPW and is often considered to be the first 'modern' house in
Ireland.
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BLAST FROM THE PAST…

Noel Berkeley, winner of the Churchtown South '5' road race on Thursday July 28th
2005, pictured with two local legends Tom Flynn and Mick Clarke, both now sadly
departed. (Thanks to James Veale from Dungarvan for the picture).

Midleton FC
Local Support
We need your help in supporting this project to help our club meet the target of
100k in fundraising. Can you push this
out over the next week through the paper
and your social media? If you have any
questions, please contact me on
0851005952
https://www.klubfunder.com/Clubs/Midlet
o n % 2 0 F C % 2 0 %20Magpies%20Soccer/EventRegistrati
on#EventRegistrationOptions
Midleton FC - Magpies Soccer Klubfunder
Klubfunder helps sports clubs raise
funds, save money and reduce administration. Its the essesential fundraising
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Midleton AC (Senior Section)
Virtual 5Km
The club's Virtual 5km finished last weekend. Having started last October with one
race a month. It proved a great motivator
for the members during Lockdown with
over one hundred members taking part
and over seventy qualifying for the specially designed T Shirt. The T Shirts were
awarded to every member who completed four out of the five races. This is a fitting reward where the runners got a T
Shirt costing almost 15E for free once
they completed the four races and were
members of Midleton AC. Membership
costs only 50e and new members are
always welcome. Enquiries to mdtacinfo@gmail.com.
The whole event was superbly managed
by Marc and Colette Dalton who put a
huge amount of work into making it the
success that it was. Compiling and issuing results and coordinating the event so
successfully and even going so far as to

model the T Shirts.
Well done Marc and Colette and a big big
thank you from the club. We hope to have
more similar events in the future and to
have some real races also.
Senior Section General Meeting
A very successful meeting of members of
the Senior Section took place on Zoom
last week.
The following officers were appointed
Declan Dorgan Captain/Chairman, Marc
Dalton Vice Capt./Vice Chair, Michael
Dorney Secretary, Sally Drennan
Competion Sec., Danny McCarthy
Register, Marie Gillman PRO, Edmond
O'Sullivan Coach Cordinator, Bernadette
Twomey Clothing Officer, Committee
members Mark Walsh, Ger O'Regan,
John Hennessy others will be invited to
come on board. The full club AGM will
take place in March.

toolkit for clubs, schools and organisations. www.klubfunder.com
http://www.midletonfc.com/300-club
The 300 club is integral to the club raising
the €100,000 we need to enable us to get
a bank loan and grants for the New Allweather pitch. At the moment we have
160 people signed up and the target is
300 people.
Feasibility Study, Grant & Loan
Our Feasibility study is nearly finished
(costing the club close to 4K) and our
application for our sports capital grant will
be submitted in a few weeks' time. We
are applying for loan of €300,000 with an
EGM to take place for approval from
members on 1st March.

Photo's show Mike and Michelle Dornry, Nathalie O'Connell and Marc and Colette
Dalton modelling the T Shirt for the Virtual 5Km
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Midleton GAA, Ladies Football
and Camogie Club Notes
Ladies Football
Lidl Ireland are huge supporters of Ladies
Football are both a local and National
level. They have announced a new
fundraiser which allows Clubs to raise up
to €20,000.
All you have to do is download the Lidl
app to your phone. We are asking everyone to support our Club.
Juvenile
Junior Infants Boys Pre-Registration
The ongoing Govid-19 government
restrictions has meant that the most

important boy's team in the club, the new
Fé6 Junior Infants Boys, haven't been
able to commence their GAA training yet.
We hope that once the restrictions are lifted, this group will join all their teammates
in Midleton GAA Club on the training
fields. We also hope that official Club registration will take place when restrictions
allow. In the meantime, if any parents of
Junior Infant Boys wish to submit their
details including name/ number/ email,
they can do so to our Juvenile Secretary
Michael Carroll at secretarybng.midleton.cork@gaa.ie or to 086-8362218.

Proposed Membership Rates for 2021 & 3G Pitch Development
Recently members will have received, by
email, a communication outlining proposed changes in Membership Rates for
2021 and the reasoning behind them.
If you didn't receive an email but feel that
you should have then please email secretary.midleton.cork@gaa.ie
***EXTRACT FROM RECENT COMMUNICATION***
- At an Executive meeting on 19th
January the Club Executive approved
membership rates for 2021. In line with
the Club constitution these now need to
be ratified by the members.
- These new membership rates (see
detailed rates in Exhibit A) would raise
approximately €35,445 more in membership in 2021 over 2020.
- This increase in membership will be ring
fenced for and will be set aside to fund the
development of a 3G pitch in Park South
(see estimated costings and sources of
funding in Exhibit B).
- The Club Executive are very conscious
that whilst these are difficult times we
believe that, with Park South, we have a
once in a lifetime opportunity to put in
place facilities that will serve future generations of the Club.
- The Club Executive are asking members
to vote in favour of these membership
fees for 2021 as a preamble to the development of a 3G pitch in Park South to
commence in 2021.
Procedure for Voting
1. Please review and read the detailed
Questions & Answers and supporting

Exhibits that have been prepared and
approved by the Club Executive.
2. Accompanying this document is a voting form. You can vote in one of 2 ways:
a. Print the voting paper, indicate your
voting preference, complete you name in
block letters, then sign the form, scan the
form and return by email to Club
Secretary Vincent Reddy at the following
email address
secretary.midleton.cork@gaa.ie
b. You may also vote by printing the voting paper, indicate your voting preference, complete you name in block letters,
then sign the form, and then post it
Vincent Reddy, Secretary Midleton
G.A.A., Park South, Midleton, Co. Cork,
P25 E025
c. If you don't have the facilities to print
and scan the voting papers then email
secretary.midleton.cork@gaa.ie
to
arrange for a printed copy of the voting
form to be delivered and collected.
3. If you have any question regarding the
proposed membership increase and/or
3G development in Park South then
please feel free to email Club Secretary
Vincent Reddy at email address secretary.midleton.cork@gaa.ie. We will
endeavour to answer any question within
5 days.
4. In order to give people ample time to
ask questions and receive replies about
this once-in-a-generation development
we will allow ample time for people to
return voting papers. In this regard, completed voting papers should be received
no later than 12 noon on 1 March 2021.
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Aghada Camogie Club
First 2021 Committee Meeting
With no clear date for returning to play,
Aghada Camogie Club recently held their
first Committee Zoom Meeting for 2021.
Planning is essential to organise
Coaches, Registration, Field Bookings
and Sport Equipment.
As this is our tenth year since club was
founded, we hope to celebrate this great
achievement throughout the year. If you
would like to help with promoting camogie
to the girls in our community, please forward your name to Club Sec. Tanya Secretary.aghada.cork@camogie.ie
Marie Mc Grath (Child Liaison Officer)
attended a Children Officer Webinar on
Saturday and is urging ALL potential
coaches to get your e vetting completed
as soon as possible. Our club is organising mandatory child protection and foundation courses. Please forward name to
Marie: so we can organise Courses on
The Microsoft Team Platform. childrenofficer.aghada.cork@gmail.com.
Our M.N.A. Programme for new Female
coaches are also being invited to submit
names to Tanya or any Team Mentor. This
is a new venture being organised from
Croke Park. Information on same can be
researched at mna@camogie.ie - A "
Hurl with Me" and "Return to Croker" initiative was previously promoted by
Aghada Camogie Club in 2018/2019.
Cork
Camogie/Blackbee/JIGSAW
Virtual 5km Walk/JOG WITHIN YOUR

5km
Aghada Camogie Club would like to start
our season by registering and supporting
the 5km Walk/Jog in your own 5km radius
this W/E - Feb. 26th/27th and 28th as a
fundraiser for Cork Camogie and Cork
Jigsaw Services which supports young
people with mental health issues aged 12
- 25 years of age. Caman Corcaigh TShirts are €15 each or 2nd option to contribute to the fundraiser if unable to take
part. Please see the link to register for
e
v
e
n
t
.
https://www.popupraces.ie/race/camancorcaigh-virtual-5k/
Aghada GAA Club Lotto
Thanks to everyone that have supported
Aghada GAA Club Lotto. With such excellent amenities available to our players,
we would encourage supporters, friends
and neighbours to support "The Weekly
Lotto" and can be purchased in local businesses and on GAA Web Site.
Local Book Published
Mr Eddie Tucker (Whitegate) recently
published "Aghada - .Where the Past is
Present". Eddie included the Success of
Aghada Camogie Club through the years.
Price €20.
Keep safe and please make contact with
a friend by phone or jot a short letter to
KEEP IN TOUCH.

Aghada Camogie Club have registered to Support Cork Camogie/Jigsaw
Virtual 5km walk/jog this weekend 26th-28 of February
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IT'S A NOVEL TAKE ON A FAMOUS ATHLETICS MEETING
By John Walshe
It's often said of a person that 'you could
write a book about him' and that is certainly true regarding one of this country's
greatest athletics aficionados, Fr. Liam
Kelleher. Now enjoying a (still busy)
retirement in Cobh, he is no stranger to
the pages of this publication and in recent
weeks a 256 page novel has been published by an Englishman on one of the
legendary promotions Fr. Liam staged all
of 40 years ago.
When Fr. Kelleher was transferred from
Midleton to Tullylease in 1977, he immediately set about the task of building a
running track in the little village on the
Cork-Limerick border. Just two years
later, future Olympic champion and world
record holder Steve Ovett - with whom Fr.
Kelleher had built up a close friendship was the headline attraction at the inaugural meeting on the new track.
Although Ovett was unable to make it to
the 1981 meet, the line-up on that August
day in the featured one mile event would
gladden the heart of any meet promoter.
Even today, a sub-four-minute-mile is
something to celebrate, but on that occasion not one, but three runners, broke the
iconic barrier.
Eamonn Coghlan, known as 'Chairman of
the Boards' because of his dominance of
the distance on the US indoor circuit, won
in a time of 3:57.8 ahead of 1976 Olympic
champion John Walker (3:58.2) and Ray
Flynn (3:59.7). Twice World CrossCountry champion John Treacy finished
fourth (4:08.4) with Midleton's Liam
O'Brien in fifth (4:09.0). Future indoor
world champion Frank O'Mara, acting as
pacemaker, completed the star-studded
line-up.
Peter Duhig, now aged 71, is a former
British Masters 3000m indoor record
holder and also boasts a marathon best
of 2:25:04. He is a founder of the Norfolk
club Ryston Runners and was also the
proprietor of a successful medal and trophy business for many years. Since his
retirement, he now lives in Spain and he
explains how this book came about.
"I have always wanted to write, I don't
know why, but the inspiration came from a
few paragraphs in Pat Butcher's book
called 'The Perfect Mile' which is an
account of the Seb Coe and Ovett rivalry.
It mentioned an event that happened in
Ireland that no one knew much about.
"This caught my imagination and in trying
to find out more I discovered the man who
made it happen, an Irish Catholic priest. I
approached him by email and got an
instant invite to visit him in Cork.
Fascinated that he was willing to talk
about it, my wife Cath and I went over for
a long weekend to find him.
"The man lived an impossibly busy and
full life, with coaching, friendships, his
calling to the church and other personal
interests. We had an unbelievably frantic
weekend with only a couple of hours

sleep; he was so hyperactive and had so
many fingers in so many pies. We were
shown the sight of the event I have written about and many other adventures in
the two days we were there.
"I was totally inspired by him and knew I
had to write the story. Unfortunately, I
couldn't write it as a true story as too
many of the characters are still alive, and
it needed a bit of imagination added to it.
So it stuck in my head and festered there
for around eight years until the pandemic
of 2020 came along. With nothing to distract me I started to get it down on paper.
Once I got past the reality and started my
version it flowed fairly easily."
The story covers the live of the fictitious
'Fr. Leo' and his desire to be an athlete
and a coach and do justice to his calling
to the church. It takes him on an exciting
journey from the depths of local athletics
to an association with the stars of the
sport.
And, significantly, it has got the full blessing of the real 'Fr. Leo': "I got the original
draft from Peter to read and see if I
approved. Having read the excellent
story, I'm delighted with it. I had no hesitation, the essence of the book is factual
although maybe not some of Fr. Leo's
escapades, but I have no problem with
that," stated Fr. Kelleher.
"Fr. Liam loves it," adds Peter Duhig, "and
says he wishes he had written it himself. I
hope people recognise the stars despite
the names being changed. I feel very
relieved to have got it printed, and I have
to say a little proud of myself. Everyone
thinks my version of events would make a
great film. Personally I have always seen
it in my head as a film, but had to get it
down on paper first.
"It is a feelgood story that I think anyone
can appreciate, they don't need to be an
athlete or sportsperson. If you like a good
story I feel you will enjoy this."
And there is an interesting footnote to that
famous mile race at Tullylease back in
1981. New Zealander John Walker
became the first man in history to run 100
sub-four-minute-miles in 1985 (a feat
which was later achieved by Cork's
Marcus O'Sullivan). However, as he
neared his total, some confusion arose
around the actual number. Stan Saplin of
New York, a longtime track-and-field stat-

Tullylease Mile 1981

istician, wanted to be sure that the count
was correct, and so, when Walker's
reached 97, Saplin started checking his
records but he could find only 96.
A telephone call was placed to Marty
Post, the statistician for the famous
Runner's World magazine. Post had 97,
and a race-by-race check disclosed that
Saplin was missing a 1981 race in a place
called Tullylease. Saplin was baffled. How
could he have missed a race? And where
was Tullylease?
Two atlases turned up no Tullylease but
one Tully, in Australia. Still, if Walker had
indeed run a sub-four-minute mile there, it
seemed unlikely that he could have run

another two days later in Zurich. But
another atlas turned up a Tully, this one in
Ireland. Saplin telephoned the Irish consul general in New York and was told that
there was indeed a place called
Tullylease in County Cork.
Luckily, Eamonn Coghlan lived in New
York at the time so Saplin got in touch
with him: "Did you ever hear of a
Tullylease in Ireland?'' he asked. ''Ever
hear of it?'' replied Coghlan. ''I once beat
John Walker in a mile there. I ran 3:57,
and he ran 3:58.2.''
* 'Tullylease - When Irish Eyes Are Miling'
is now available on Amazon.

St Ita's GAA Club
Membership
Membership payments can now be
accepted online for St Ita's GAA Club and
the new Foireann system will replace the
existing Membership & Registration
System -Servasport Games Management
System (GMS)- and the Returntoplay
application. Foireann will provide all the
functionality that was previously available
in GMS and much more in a simple, intuitive, mobile manner. It allows Club
Members to view and manage their own
information and relevant Club related
communications in one integrated application. Everything from knowing when
training is on to submitting Health
Questionnaires, confirming availability for
matches, paying their membership subscription or managing what communications they wish to receive from the club is
available. Please use www.foireann.ie to
register and pay your membership for
2021. Should anyone have any questions, or any issues arise please contact
Michael on 086-2399061 or Siobhan on
087-9138397
Ita's Steps For Cope
This February, St. Ita's joined the Cope
Foundation to raise much needed funds
and awareness by completing the challenge of achieving 300,000 steps in the
month of February. Regular updates are
posed on our social media and thank you
to everyone who took part and all who
donated. We have one week left so
please
support
if
you
can
@https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/st-ita-s-gaa-club

Club Shop
We are delighted to announce the launch
our new St. Ita's online club store in partnership with O'Neills. The store offers a
range of crested products for both adults
and children and are all made to order
and delivered right to your door. Please
share this amongst your friends and family and we hope to see you all out and
about post lockdown with some new
leisurewear to show off. Access the online
store here https://www.oneills.com/shop-byteam/gaa/ireland/st-itas-gaa.html
St Ita's Crested Snoods are now available
to order through our website www.stitasgaaclg.com
Rebel Bounty
Tickets on sale until the 25th March and
can
be
purchased
at
www.gaacork.ie/rebelsbounty Revised
draw setup now means that once a club
reaches its target it receives 100% of ticket sales after this quota. Any queries
please contact Michael on 086-2399061
Condolences
Deepest condolences to the Coleman
family and friends on the recent sad loss
of Johnny. Johnny played with St Ita's for
most of the 80's back when the club had
a football team also. Johnny normally
played in the half back line and was a valued team member and player both on
and off the field. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a
anam
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9th Anniversary
In loving memory of

June Curley

8th Anniversary
In loving memory of

Angela Cronin
Late of Creighmore, Youghal
March 4th, 2013

A Loving Wife, Mam & Nan
You're as much in our thoughts as ever,
Though heaven is your home now,
Time only makes missing you a little easier,
You're so dearly loved and warmly remembered.

As each day dawns we think of you,
As each night falls we pray for you,
An throughout our lives, no matter where,
In our hearts you’re always there.

Your loving husband Paul, Sandra, Tony, Michael,
Conor, Melissa, Sarah, David, Ronan, Tanya,
Kate, Bernard, Pauline and Eily. Love Always xxx

Always loved and missed by
Billy, Richard and Rachel.

Novena Prayer to the Blessed Virgin (never known to fail)
O, most beautiful flower of Mount Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in this necessity. O, Star of the
Sea, help me and show me herein you are my Mother. O, Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Queen of Heaven and Earth, I humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this my necessity. (Make request here). There are none that withstand your
power. O, show me herein you are my Mother. O, Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have resource in thee (repeat 3 times). Holy Spirit you will solve all problems,
light all roads so that I can attain my goal, you gave me a divine gift to forgive and forget all evil is against me and in all incidents in my life you are with me. I want in this
sort of prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once again and I never want to
be separated from you in eternal glory thank you for your mercy towards me and mine.
Say for three days and after that your request will be granted.
JMG

Novena Prayer to the Blessed Virgin (never known to fail)
O, most beautiful flower of Mount Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in this necessity. O, Star of the
Sea, help me and show me herein you are my Mother. O, Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Queen of Heaven and Earth, I humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this my necessity. (Make request here). There are none that withstand your
power. O, show me herein you are my Mother. O, Mary, conceived without sin, pray for
us who have resource in thee (repeat 3 times). Holy Spirit you will solve all problems,
light all roads so that I can attain my goal, you gave me a divine gift to forgive and forget all evil is against me and in all incidents in my life you are with me. I want in this
sort of prayer to thank you for all things as you confirm once again and I never want to
be separated from you in eternal glory thank you for your mercy towards me and mine.
Say for three days and after that your request will be granted.
JMG

Thanksgiving - Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
In the past, I have asked for many favours. This time, I ask for a
special one (favour). Take it to your heart Jesus and take it to
your own broken heart, where your Father sees it, then in his
merciful eyes it will become your favour, not mine. Say this
Prayer for 3 days, promise publication & favour will be granted.
A.H.

Thanksgiving - Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
In the past, I have asked for many favours. This time, I ask for a
special one (favour). Take it to your heart Jesus and take it to
your own broken heart, where your Father sees it, then in his
merciful eyes it will become your favour, not mine. Say this
Prayer for 3 days, promise publication & favour will be granted.
E.M.S.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND 1ST ANNIVERSARY

3rd Anniversary
In loving memory of

Phyllis Russell
who died on March 3rd 2018

Though your smile is gone forever
And your hands we cannot touch

Paddy Fahy
Youghal and Shanagarry
Who died on February 20th 2020

As we lovingly remember Paddy on his first
anniversary, his wife Kathleen, the Power family
Ann, Catryn, Angela, Michael and Gerard and the
Fahy family wish to express thanks to those who
sympathised with us on Paddy's passing.
To those who travelled to be with us, attended
the funeral ceremonies, sent floral tributes, Mass
cards, letters of sympathy. It is very much
appreciated by us.
To our relatives, neighbours and friends especially
Paddy's friends John and Noreen Dunne thank you.
We are deeply grateful to the Matron and staff of
Glendonough Nursing home who cared for
Paddy in his last year. And CUH for the wonderful
care they gave Paddy in his final days.
To the Funeral Director Colin Bulman and his
wonderful staff for their kindness, support and
professionalism showed to us.
We miss you Paddy

7TH ANNIVERSARY
Patrick Forde (Paddy)
Late of Devon View, Youghal
who died March 1st 2014
Always loved and remembered by your wife Mary,

A beautiful memory, dearer than gold,
Of a husband and father whose worth can never be told.
There’s a place in our heart no one can fill,
We miss you Patrick, and always will.
son Michael, daughter Esther, daughter-in-law Grainne and
grandchildren Patrick, Thomas, Adaline and Patricia.

We have so many memories
Of the one we loved so much.
Always remembered by her loving husband Jerry,
children Finnuala, Eimear, Aileen, Diarmuid, David and Sean,
sons-in-law, daughters-in-law, grandchildren, brothers, sisters
and many friends
Anniversary Mass offered on March 3rd

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND 1ST ANNIVERSARY

Bridie
O'Donnell
Lower Woodenstown,
Cahir, Co. Tipperary

17th February, 1941 - 29th
February, 2020.
The family of the late Bridie O'Donnell, nee Dunlea, of Lower
Woodenstown, Cahir Co.Tipperary and formerly of Cork Road,
Midleton, Co. Cork wish to thank most sincerely all those who
sympathised with them on the sudden and sad passing of Bridie.
We are deeply grateful to all our extended family, friends and
neighbours, for all their support, kindness and generosity.
Thanks to those who attended Bridie's removal at Lonergan's
Funeral Home in Cashel and Bridie's Funeral Mass in The Church
of the Most Holy Rosary in Midleton, those who called to the
house, provided refreshments, telephoned and to those who sent
flowers, Mass cards, sympathy cards and many lovely letters. Our
sincere thanks to Fr. Pat Coffey who was with us and
comforted us in such a gentle and caring way, for taking the time
to chat to us about Bridie and celebrating such a meaningful
and personal Mass for Bridie. Thanks to Frank and all at Hyde's
undertakers who prepared Bridie's final resting place.
Thank you to Charlie McAllister for his beautiful singing
during the mass and at the graveside. To Fr. Bobby Fletcher
thank you for your lovely prayers in the funeral home also.
To Ned, Carmel and family at Lonergan's Funeral Directors
who we are forever indebted to for your professionalism,
sensitivity and care. Thank you very much.
As it would be impossible to thank everybody individually,
please accept this acknowledgement as an expression of our
gratitude and appreciation to all.
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for your intentions.
Bridie's 1st Anniversary Mass will take place in The Church of the
Most Holy Rosary Midletonon Saturday 27th February at 6:10pm
and will be live streamed on the Midleton Parish Website,
www.midletonparish.ie
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2nd
Anniversary

27TH ANNIVERSARY
In loving memory of

In loving memory of

Stephen Fitzgerald

Who passed away on 27th
February 2019

No special day is needed,
For us to think of you,
For you were someone special,
And we thought the world of you.

Siobhan Kiely
(Moylan)
Lord put your arms around her
and kiss her smiling face
for she is very special
and can never be replaced
ALWAYS REMEMBERED BY HER LOVING FAMILY
2nd Anniversary
In loving memory of

Rita Landers
(Stack)

33 Blackwater Heights, Youghal
who died on March 4th, 1994.

Sadly missed by his loving family
You'll never walk alone

7th Anniversary
In loving memory of

Patrick Kelly
whose anniversary occurs on Feb. 25th

Ballyglassin, Killeagh
Whose Anniversary occurs on 25th February

Your life was one of kindly deeds,
A helping hand for others needs,
Sincere and true in heart and mind,
Beautiful memories left behind.
Deeply loved, sadly missed and always remembered by her
children Richard, Ann Marie, Donal, Sandra, Michael, Mark
and Brian, Daughters-in-law, Sons-in-law, Grandchildren,
Brothers and Sisters and her extended family.
Anniversary Mass will be live streamed on
www.facebook.com/parishofkilleaghandinch
at 10am on Sunday 28th of February

10TH ANNIVERSARY
In loving memory
of

Daniel Hehir
whose tenth anniversary
occurs on February 18th
In our hearts your memory lingers,
Sweet and tender, fond and true.
There’s not a day that we don’t
Think of you.

Always loved and remembered by Dad, Ann,
Paul, Jodie, Toni and the Hogan Family.

If we could visit heaven, even for a day,
Maybe for a moment, the pain would go
away.
I’d put my arms around you, and whisper
words so true,
That living life without you, is the hardest thing to do.
No matter how we spend our days, no matter what we
do,
No morning dawns or evening falls, when we don’t think
of you.
Also remembering Packie Kelly whose 6th anniversary
occurred on February 14th and Kieran Hennessey whose
7th anniversary occurs on February 22nd.

FOREVER LOVED BY ANDREA & LILY
SADLY MISSED AND REMEMBERED BY TOMMY, DEIRDRE, PAUL AND
MELISSA.

3RD ANNIVERSARY
With love we remember

Finbarr O'Neill
Ballymacask, Youghal
& O'Neill Oil, Muckridge, Youghal
who died on February 28th, 2018

Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way
Though absent, you are always near
Still missed, loved and always dear
Forever in our hearts

LOVED AND SADLY MISSED BY HIS WIFE MARCELLA,
HIS CHILDREN, DENISE, MICHAEL & AOIFE
Finbarr's Anniversary Mass will be streamed on Holy Family
Church Services on Sunday 28th February at 11.00 am
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First Anniversary

7th Anniversary
In loving memory of

Patrick Kelly,
79 Sarsfield Terrace, Youghal
whose 7th anniversary occurs on February 25th.

Danny Ó'Sullivan
24 Berkley Court, Cloyne
4th Feb 1960 - 3rd Mar 2020
Life is not the same without Danny in our lives.
They say there's a reason.
They say that time will heal.
But neither time nor reason will change
how we feel about losing you.
No one knows the heart ache that lies behind our smiles.
We have broken down and cried lots of tears, but together we will get
through it so shine bright like a diamond in the skies.
Love and miss you now and always
Our beautiful Dad and Husband Danny
Love your wife Helena
Sons' Daniel and Kieron and Daughter Melissa.
.
X
X
X
Thank you to everyone our family, friends and neighbours also to
those who travelled from Tipperary and Dublin for helping us
through our sad time.

Those we love don't go away
They walk beside us every day
Unseen unheard but always near
Still loved,still missed and very clear.
Sadly missed and always loved by your mother Marian,
brothers William, Keith, Michael and Gerard,
sisters Frances and Elizabeth and their families.
Also remembering at this time the 8th anniversary of Kieran
Hennessy which occurred on the 22nd of February

7th Anniversary

Agnes Condon
In loving memory of Agnes Condon,
7 Millview, Ballinacurra who sadly passed
away on February 20th, 2014.

You lived your life on this earth,
Through prayer,
through love and pride.
That was the way you always stayed,
Until the day you died.
Your gentle nature and jolly ways,
Leave golden memories of happy days,
Your presence we miss,
Your memory we treasure,
Missing you always, forgetting you never.

Mass will be celebrated for Danny, live stream on March 3rd at
9.30am. St Colman's Church Cloyne (Cloyne Parish)

Fondly remembered by Noel, John,
Paul, Jane, Christopher, Betty, grandson,
great-grandchildren and daughters-in-law.

5th Anniversary

2ND ANNIVERSARY

In loving memory of

Essie
O’Driscoll

late of Lower Road,
Ballinacurra, whose anniversary
occurs on February 21st
RIP.

May the winds of love blow softly,
and whisper for you to hear,
that we your family miss you,
and wish that you were here
Sadly missed by all her loving family.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

PATRICK (DIDI)
O’SULLIVAN
LATE OF DERMOT HURLEY ESTATE, YOUGHAL
WHO DIED 26TH FEBRUARY 2019

Those who die don’t go away
They walk beside us everyday.
Sadly missed by his wife Rose,
Daughters Helen & Pauline, Son
Patrick. Grandchildren and
Sons-in-law.
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CLASSIFIED - CLASSIFIED - CLASSIFIED - CLASSIFIED - CLASSIFIED
Ken-Co Cleaning Services Ltd.
COMMERCIAL - DOMESTIC - INDUSTRIAL
GUTTERING, FASCIA & SOFFIT CLEANED
Carpets, Windows, Power Washing

All work fully insured

Full Fumigation Service
Cleanroom / Factory
Reach & Wash Window
Cleaning System
Carpet & Upholstery

Pressure Washing
Rental Property Cleaning
Building Cleaning
Fire & Flood
HIQA Cleaning Requirements

24 Hour Call Out - All Quotations FREE
OFFICE: 024 91233 - SAM COAKLEY: 087 9918474
Email: ken-cocleaning@hotmail.com

CLOYNE

PVC

MAURICE LYNCH
Tel. 021 4651740
Mobile: 087 9132348
DOORS - WINDOWS - SUNROOMS
CONSERVATORY - REPAIRS

PAT WALSH PAINTS

Unit 20, Nordic Enterprise Park, Knockgriffin, Midleton

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL PAINT:
CROWN, FLEETWOOD, COLORTREND, SANDTEX
EXPERT ADVICE: Tel. 021 4630133 / 086 1618311

Dog Grooming Service
Maria O’Connor

F.E.T.A.C. Animal Grooming Level 6
Youghal, Co. Cork 087 - 2201967
By Appointment Only

GORETTI RING CHIROPODY
S.R.N. M.I. CH. POD. ORG.

WILL TREAT ALL FOOT CONDITIONS
TEL: 086 3381310
TEACH NA COILLE, ROSTELLAN, MIDLETON, CO. CORK.

Dungarvan based company is currently looking to hire a

Manual labour - Full Time position
This is a physical role and would involve working in various conditions and at heights.
The ideal candidate will have:
- Full clean driving licence,
- Experience driving vans,
- Experience driving relatively long distances for work ,
- Ability to use own initiative and work as part of a team in a fast- paced environment ,
- Strong attention to detail, organised and flexible

Contact: 086 6297541

RUNNING STRICTLY BY
APPOINTMENT ONLY
MON TO FRI 10 TO 5

East Cork News & Advertiser

Foxhole, Youghal
(Just Off Rhincrew Roundabout)

Upcoming Publication Dates

Tel: 024 85567

March 11th, March 25th,
April 8th
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SHANAGARRY MEMORIES - PART TWO
(from Macra na Feirme Historical Project 1983)
By John Walshe
Before its demise in 2006, the sugar beet
crop was an integral part of Irish farming
life. The first beet processing plant in the
newly independent Ireland was opened in
Carlow in 1926, followed by factories in
Mallow, Thurles and Tuam.
Before the advent of sprays and pesticides, thinning beet was an onerous task.
But like all repetitive actions, the skill of
the thinner got better over time and to
acknowledge this, competitions were
organised under the auspices of Mallow
Beet Factory. In the late 1950s, a meeting
took place in Ardnahinch where a committee was formed to organise Beet
Singling Competitions in the area.

Beausang, a brother of Tommy, achieved
the ultimate honour. He would retain the
title the following year in Tuam where
Liam Dunne won the Juvenile All-Ireland.
To celebrate John Beausang's first AllIreland victory at Ballybane, local teacher
Jeremiah Coughlan composed an entertaining ditty (below) titled 'Johnny
Beausang from Shan' which gives a
flavour of the happenings on that memorable summer evening almost six
decades ago.
Family support - John Beausang, Shanagarry, winner of the Open Hoe Championship
and East Cork Championship Cups, at Mallow Area Beet Singling Championships at
Killeagh, pictured with relations (left to right) Bride Lynch, Dan Walsh (Beet Loading
Agent), Mrs. Beausang, John Beausang, Tom and Nora Beausang.

In 1959, Stephen Motherway and Billy
O'Sullivan tied at local level but were
beaten in the All-Ireland Final which was
held in Courtmacsherry. However, success soon came Shanagarry's way when
Tommy Beausang won the competition
for the Mallow area in both 1961 and
1962. The following year, in Carlow, there
was no doubt great rejoicing when John
Motherway from Garryvoe took the AllIreland title.
To win an All-Ireland in front of your own
neighbours and colleagues must have
been a unique occasion but that's what
occurred at Michael McGrath's farm at
Ballybane in the year of 1964 when John

Tommy Beausang, Mallow area winner, 1961 and 1962.

BEET SINGLING CHAMPIONS; L. to R. Back Row: Tom Beausang, John
Motherway, John Beausang, Tom Dunne, John Quirke, Mr. O'Connell.
Front Row: Martin Corry, Liam Dunne and Con Cogan.

