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SPRING HAS SPRUNG - GET GREEN FINGERED!

MIDLETON CREDIT UNION CAN HELP!

FEELING the need to get gardening?

Sounds good? To apply for a loan,
you must be a credit union member.
For members, simply pop into
Midleton Credit Union and discuss
your needs.

Don’t sit on the (garden) fence - get
into gear with a Home & Garden
Loan from Midleton Credit Union.
As the summer starts to show itself,
there’s no better time to help your
garden grow!

Your credit union encourages you to
manage your money carefully by
structuring loans around your needs
and your ability to repay.

A credit union loan has some very
special features:

So, whatever you’re borrowing for —
a car, home improvements, a special
occasion, holiday, school or college
fees — Midleton Credit Union will
give you a fair deal.

* Loans are insured at no direct cost
to the eligible member
* There are no hidden fees or transaction charges

Midleton Credit Union is one of the
largest credit unions in the country,
with almost 20,000 members.

* Repayments are calculated on the
reducing balance of the loan. This
means smaller interest repayments as
you repay your loan

Manager John Fenton and his staff
are more than happy to discuss your
financial needs and the credit union is
open Monday through Saturday
(closed Wednesday).

* Repayment terms can be tailored to
suit your particular circumstances
* There’s flexibility. You can repay
the loan earlier or make larger repayments than agreed, with no penalty

* Additional lump sum repayments
can be accepted with no penalty

Midleton Credit Union’s loans range
from 1 to 5 years in duration and their
interest rates are reasonable and
capped by law.

For more information, please pop
into Midleton Credit Union on the
town’s Main Street, or call 021
4631073.
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8 Valuable Investments for Your Garden
A garden can add huge value to your
overall house. That is why investing in it is
really pays off. Sometimes it’s hard to
know where to start when making
improvements to your garden. Where to
invest and what will last is important to
think about. To help you with those decisions Youghal Credit Union has pulled
together our Top 8 most valuable investments for your garden.
1. Fencing
No matter how well you get on with your
neighbours, a bit of privacy is always
good. Installing a fence around your garden can allow you this privacy, while also
adding backdrops to your garden.
Fencing can be painted varnished in any
colour and style to suit the look and feel of
your garden. Choosing the right material
for fencing is important as you want it to
be long lasting and durable to Irish weather. It may be worth investing in a professional fencing company to carry out the
installation.
2. Evergreen plants
Looking after your garden can become a
full-time job if you don’t invest in the right
plants and shrubs. Evergreen plants keep
their colour and shape throughout the
year. These plants are an asset to any
garden as they avoid any autumn orange
and yellow shedding that may occur.
Choosing evergreen plants and trees can
keep your garden looking vibrant and lush

from grill to plate! Reliable barbeques
never go out of style or stop being useful.
6. Outdoor heating
From an outdoor firepit to outdoor
heaters, transporting the indoors outside
adds huge value to your garden. As previously mentioned, you can never guarantee Irish weather to be in your corner,
so adding some heat to your outdoor
sanctuary, allows you to enjoy your garden, whatever the weather.

throughout the year.
3. Structural plants
Thick growing shrubs that offer good
ground cover are a fantastic way to make
sure your garden looks mature and stays
healthy. Along with evergreen plants, the
structural plants can make for a long lasting lush garden for you to enjoy.
Structural plants also add a focus point to
your garden, allowing you to build around
and create an oasis of colour and greens.
4. Pergolas
Gardens are great, but lets face it, Irish
weather can always have the last laugh.
Adding a covering to your garden can
allow you to enjoy the outdoors, whatever

the weather. Covering come in all shapes,
sizes and designs from large garden coverings to small seating areas. Pergolas
are a nice way to add covering to your
outdoor space while also allowing you to
add colour, lighting and seating to any
area of your garden.
5. Cooking area
Investing in an outdoor cooking area can
add huge value to your garden. This
could be from simply just investing in a
good quality barbeque to adding an entire
cooking area to your outdoor space. A
barbeque is a real investment and having
the enough space for it is just as important. Locating it in close proximity to your
house will allow seamless transitions

7. Patio or decking
Installing a patio or decking area in your
garden creates the perfect space for sitting or cooking in your garden. This area
can go hand in hand with the previously
mention pergola and cooking area. It can
also feature any outdoor heating accessories you may have.
8. Creation
Investing in the creation of your garden
and all of the previously mentioned
aspects, is important to get right. The
most valuable investment for you could
be to hire a professional garden designer
to organize your garden, to ensure the
maximum space.
If you need any help with budgeting or a
home improvement loan to finance your
garden project, (big or small) don’t hesitate to contact the loans team in Youghal
Credit Union on 024 92325 or
info@youghalcu.ie.
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News from Midleton
CBS Primary
Re-imagining St Patrick's and Outdoor
Learning
One of the real positives with regard to
our celebrations of St Patrick's Day over
the last two years, has been the wonderful inventiveness on display. In the
absence of cheering crowds and Brass
and Reed Bands, both children and
adults have re-imagined ways to keep
this very special tradition going.
We've seen Lego parades, colourful
estate-parades with bicycles, toy tractors
and scooters doing the rounds;
entourages of cars have moved about
waving shamrocks and making a racket
of car horns and singing. It's been uplifting for everyone.
Múinteoir Andrea's 1st class in Midleton
Primary CBS weren't to be undone in
their Paddy's Day celebrations - they
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The Wearing of the Green

staged their own parade last Tuesday singing Amhrán na bhFiann and Ireland's
Call, they marched to the delight of the
whole school, and made sure the special
day was honoured and given its due.
The Outdoor Classroom
The Outdoor Classroom is an idea very
dear to most primary schools. The idea is
simple - you take the class outdoors. And
not just for P.E and nature lessons, but
also for regular subjects. Here in
Midleton CBS we're planning for much
outdoor learning after the Easter break we have the perfect, enclosed garden for
such teaching, and over the last few days
we have been busy painting the glass
with a colourful array of cartoons, plants
and animals.

John McGrath flying the Tricolour to celebrate St. Patrick's Day 2021 at Raheen
Park, Youghal. John is wearing a bunch
of shamrock on his lapel which is the traditional thing to do on the 17th March.
John said he finds it "very disrespectful
when the Feast of St. Patrick is called
'Paddy's Day' or 'St. Paddy's Day'. This
was never the case contrary to modern
popular thinking."
"The Wearing of the Green" originally
referred to wearing a shamrock in one's

hat or a jacket lapel has roots in the seventeenth century, when wearing symbols
of Catholicism or support for the Irish
Republic was forbidden in Ireland.
St. Patrick used the shamrock to explain
the Holy Trinity with each leaf representing the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The
three leaves of a shamrock are also said
to stand for faith, hope and love. Saint
Patrick, brought Christianity to Ireland in
the 5th century.

'Le Galloping Gourmet' - The
mobile catering service

Jean Francois Bernard and his wife Mary,
owners of 'Le Galloping Gourmet'. This
summer will be their third year operating
the outdoor mobile catering service at this
location in the front strand.
Jean's family-owned bakery business "Le

Gourmet" located at North Main Street
offers outside catering services for all
types of events. Open since 2003 and
providing quality home produce. As the
sign says "Our catering is more than just
an event"

Mind The Gap

Dan and Kitty O'Sullivan with Mary
Murphy enjoying the mild spring weather
at the beginning of the promenade in
Youghal, on Sunday, 21st, March, 2021.
This location was once known as 'The
Strand Gap' (near the railway station
master's house). It was the main access
point to the beach before the new prome-

nade was built in the early seventies.
There was a concrete slipway leading to
the beach at this spot and also periwinkles were sold on stalls to the visiting
beach-goers. It is completely changed
now but some older people still refer to it
as The Strand Gap.
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ENJOYING A MIDLETON SPRING SUNDAY

Carlota and Pilar Duarte

Amelia and Jade Hurley

Mai Farnham with Kay and baby Ellie Kirby

Clodagh Moynihan and Rhiona Sheehan on a break from Midleton Greenway
Bikes & Bites
Julie Crotty, Patrick Wallace and Jaxon

Rebecca Twomey, Sasha Reville and Kathleen O'Leary-Butler

Oliver, Peter and Peter Borowiak

Denis Kelleher enjoying some wellearned refreshments after a 13-mile
walk around his area
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Carleton Wharf
Pre-School Open Day and St.
Patricks Day Parade
We would like to thank all the local businesses in Youghal who played a major
part in the Grand Opening of our new
Pre-school as well as our Breakfast and
Afterschool Club. It was a very successful
day for my New Staff as well as Parents

and Children who attended. I would also
like to thank parents and guardians for
adhering to the new Covid restrictions.
For more information and booking
queries please feel free to call (024)
20612 or (085) 1004337

David Stanton encourages local
groups in qualifying rural areas
to apply for CLÁR funding
Fine Gael TD for Cork East, David
Stanton, has urged local constituency
communities to consider examining
opportunities, in conjunction with Cork
County Council, for funding under the
recently launched 2021 CLÁR programme.
The Department of Rural & Community
Development's CLÁR programme provides funding for small scale infrastructural projects in rural areas that have suffered significant levels of population
decline with the national funding total
increasing by 10% this year to €5.5 million.
The measures being funded under the
2021 CLÁR programme are:
Measure 1: Support for Schools /
Community Safety Measures
Measure 2: Outdoor Community
Recreation Facilities
Measure 3: Community Wellbeing
Measure:
a) Community Gardens and Allotments
b) Mobility and Cancer Care Transport
CLÁR Innovation Measure
Speaking after the launch of this year's
programme, Deputy Stanton said: "I
would encourage local community groups
in the relevant CLÁR areas of Cork East
to consider the submission of a funding
application should they believe that their
project meets the relevant criteria. CLÁR
funding is provided by the Department of
Rural and Community Development with
Cork County Council responsible for
selecting the projects to be submitted for
the Department's consideration.

Under measures 1 and 2 the Department
provides up to 90% of the funding costs
up to a maximum limit of €50,000 with
outdoor projects under measure 2 including seating areas, pavilions, playgrounds
and skate parks.
"The Community Wellbeing Measure will
this year support the development of
community gardens and allotments in
addition to mobility and cancer care
transport projects. Measure 3 b) is administered directly by the Department and is
open to funding applications from established voluntary organisations and groups
who are involved in the provision of free
transport services for day care, medical
therapy, respite or hospital patients.
Funding of up to 90% will be provided
towards the purchase cost or fit out cost
of a vehicle up to a maximum of €50,000
for wheelchair accessible vehicles and
€100,00 for buses.
"The Department has also introduced a
new CLÁR Innovation Measure under this
year's scheme with funding to be used for
the progression of local community initiatives to combat rural challenges such as
isolation, population change, marginalisation
and
social
disadvantage.
Expressions of interest will be invited by
the Department for funding of up to 95%
of project costs up to maximum of
€50,000.
"Full details on this year's scheme are
expected to be issued to Cork County
Council in the near future with applications encouraged to be submitted before
the closing date of Friday, 7 May 2021",
concluded David Stanton.

Craobh Eochaille, Coiste Contae Chorcaí
agus Dáil na Mumhan de Chonradh na Gaeilge
www.dailnamumhan.ie

Tionól Oirthear Chorcaí 2021
3rd and Final Lecture ---- as Gaeilge/in Irish
on Community Radio Youghal/CRY 104fm

''Work of Irish Folklore Commission in East Cork''
Dr. Críostóir Mac Cárthaigh, Stiúrthóir, Cnuasach Béaloideas Éireann
Wednesday 24th March at 6pm
This programme relates especially to the Knockadoon area
in the 1930's when Irish was spoken
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Ballymaloe At Home
Enjoy the taste of Ballymaloe House at
home via a delicious, new and exciting
#BallymaloeAtHome
'Click
and
Collect' range. From Sunday to
Wednesday at 5pm weekly the succeeding weekends menu will be available to view and purchase online via
www.ballymaloe.ie and links in
Ballymaloe Houses' social media. Use
the hashtag #BallymaloeAtHome to
seek temptation!

Ballymaloe Glazed Bacon Loin
photo by Jo Kenneally

After a hugely successful Valentine's
weekend launch, and a very busy
Mother's Day weekend menu of simple to
assemble Ballymaloe At Home: Dinners
for Two. The third week's offering was
something uniquely Ballymaloe. A feast
of seasonal flavours from their famous
Hors d'œuvre buffet which has long been
a tradition at Ballymaloe House on Friday
nights. Including a Glazed Loin of
Ballymaloe Farm Bacon and more locally
sourced favourites making up a substantial dining out experience at home for two.

Alternatively, you can call 021 465 2531
and the receptionist on duty will help you
with your order over the phone.
You can also order wines paired especially with the weekly menu by Samuel,
Ballymaloe's Sommelier. The latest addition to their weekly offerings, is also a
Ballymaloe At Home: Cake Box. Daily
when Ballymaloe House is open there is
a seasonal cake available for guests to
help themselves to. These cakes are
available to order for collection Friday and
Saturday afternoon and cost €25. The
Mother's Day weekend cake was a
mouthwatering Lemon Victoria Sponge
with Homemade Lemon Curd & Lemon
Buttercream. And for a tempting sample
of what to look forward to in the weeks
ahead; Chocolate Mousse Gâteau
(Easter), Walnut Amaretto Cake with
Chocolate Ganache, Brown Sugar
Victoria Sponge with Vanilla Buttercream
and Raspberry Jam. The ever-popular
Ballymaloe Gin Box is now available for
click and collect via online ordering too the perfect gift alternative to an Easter
egg!

Treat yourself or someone else deserving
locally to Ballymaloe At Home this Easter

"Finally, we found restaurant quality food
at home… save a spot for us next week!'
messaged Steph via Instagram, one of
many messages of support and encouragement.
In response to local demand, Ballymaloe
House's offerings have now expanded to
a weekly dinner menu for two, available
for collection on both Friday and Saturday
afternoons. Covid safe collection times
are allocated when ordering online.

Ballymaloe bread and eggs

restrictions, servings are limited. Treat
yourself, or someone special to this
Ballymaloe restaurant experience at
home with some of the finest local ingredients prepared by Head Chef Dervilla
O'Flynn and team. Preparation is minimal
and full assembly / cooking instructions
are provided.

JR's Chocolate Mousse Gateau

So, don't delay, order today to avoid disappointment, because due to COVID

Ballymaloe At Home photo by Ivan Whelan

or indeed any weekend; Dining out at
your own dining room table, is after all the
new going out! Make it special and stay
safe.
www.ballymaloe.ie
021 465 2531
Social Media: @Ballymaloe #ballymaloeathome #ballymaloeathomecake
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TWO LOCAL BEACHES
DISPLAY THE RAVAGES
OF COASTAL EROSION
By Christy Parker
The devastation being inflicted on the
Irish coastline by contemporary weather
trends is very apparent in the Ardmore
and Claycastle areas as calm follows in
the wake of recent storms. Few words are
needed to define what pictures quite
starkly portray but it is also very noticeable that the rate of damage seems to
have accelerated in recent years.
Ardmore tides
Visitors to Ardmore beach can see that
large chunks of soil have disappeared
from the land bank between caravan
park and the beach. The wire fencing at
the parks' perimeter has even been
undermined with one section leaning
awkwardly askew, while seaweed and litter around the fence base reveals how far
the tide has encroached. A grass pathway
running parallel to the strand has in
places disappeared in recent months.
Waterford Council has engaged the first
steps towards getting OPW funding for
coastal protection works at Ardmore
beach. The further (southern) reaches of
the beach testify that disaster is avoidable, with wire-encased rock armour that
was deployed there several years ago
proving highly effective.
The council has plans for an estimated
€750,000 protection project extending
700 metres from the car park to that existing rock armour section near the Curragh.
The barely semi-effective timber sleepers
fronting the caravan park "will be
replaced with a 425m concrete retaining
wall and 290m of rock armour", says
Waterford Council senior engineer for
roads Gabriel Hynes.
The council has completed the statutory
processes for the work to commence but
now the OPW is seeking a comprehensive coastal erosion survey, including
wave, current and sediment transport
assessments, before deciding on the
funding application. The surveys are
expected to take six months to complete.
The rain, wind and waves have no such
restraints.

away gradually for decades, with maybe
over a quarter of it disappearing forever
over the past 40 years. Again the most
recent winter seems to have accelerated
the decline.
There are about five 'crevices' of variable
depth spread intermittently along the towering embankment that looms the length
of the (original ) boardwalk.
What is not entirely appreciable from
beach level is very apparent from above,
with three of the breaches particularly
deep and progressive- meaning it is
effectively eroding downwards. In this
instance wind and rain would be the predominant culprits rather than the sea.
As the enormity and inevitability of the
erosion becomes more blatantly obvious,
earlier this year Cork County Council
announced plans to begin battling back. It
spoke of being in talks with a third level
institution to help undertake "a comprehensive survey" of the county's entire
coastline. Money has been aside under
the council's Social Sustainability
Investment Programme for this purpose.
Drones with hi-tech radar are to be
deployed and the results analysed in
regard prioritising the most imperilled
areas. The data will also be used to support a request for remedial funding.
Cork County Council senior executive
Seán O'Callaghan described the project
as initially and primarily "a desktop exercise", which is expected to include analysis of geology and meteorological influences, alongside the drone and laser
radar investigations. The executive indicated that ultimately the remedy could
become "quite expensive". Unfortunately
it will prove a lot more expensive if it isn't
done.

Crumbling clay
Youghal's Claycastle has been dropping

Claycastle Beach
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Works get underway in Killeagh
to improve water supply
Irish Water, working in partnership with
Cork County Council, is replacing 1.8
kilometers of problematic water mains in
the Ballyquirke area of Killeagh, to tackle
high levels of water leakage, unplanned
suppy interruptions and improve water
quality.
The works will involve laying new water
mains and service connections from the
water main in the road to customers'
property boundaries and connecting it to
the customers' water supply. Where the
existing service connections are lead,
these will be replaced as part of this
improvement work. The works will commence on Monday 22 March and are
expected to be completed in eight weeks.
The works are being undertaken along
the Annstown to Killeagh GAA road.

mains and service connections will
reduce the instances of bursts and water
outages which have been very high at
this location. These improvements to the
water network will also improve water
quality and deliver savings in the operation and maintenance of the local network. They are essential in providing a
safe, secure and reliable water supply,
now and into the future."

These works are part of Irish Water's
national Leakage Reduction Programme,
which will see €500m invested nationally
to tackle problematic pipes and leakage
in Ireland's ageing water network.
The works will be carried out by Coffey
Eng Tec Ltd. on behalf of Irish Water.

Areas of work will be limited to short sections to minimise impact and disruption to
commuters. Traffic management will be in
place during this time. Local access will
be maintained, but is advised that
through road users take alternative routes
for the duration of the works. Emergency
traffic will be maintained at all times.

"As they get older, some pipes have a
high level of leakage as well as being
subject to frequent bursts." said Steven
Blennerhassett, Leakage Reduction
Programme Regional Lead, Irish Water.

The works may involve some short-term
water shut offs and the project team will
ensure that customers are given a minimum of 48 hours notice prior to any
planned water shut offs.

"Replacing the old, damaged pipes will
ensure better water quality and a more
reliable water supply. The new water

"We will work with the community to minimise disruption," added Steven
Blennerhassett.

Ardmore Beach

Congratulations to Kathleen and Georgie Kelly (Chicago) who celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary recently from all your friends and family in Youghal.
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MIDLETON PETITION FOR MORE LITTER BINS
EDGING TOWARDS 1,000 NAMES
By Christy Parker
Almost 900 people have signed an
online petition launched by Cork
County Councillor Danielle Twomey to
have more public bins provided in the
outer Midleton area. The figure leaves
the east Cork councillor close to the
1,000 target she set prior to presenting
the request to the council.
The councillor is also proposing that the
council consider deploying an emerging
bin type that increases capacity by selfcompacting waste.
Cllr Twomey says she started the petition
after receiving "so many complaints" from
constituents over the lack of bins in
amenity areas and along scenic walkways. "I think we have enough in the town
centre" she says, "but they are badly
needed in places like the Pontoon and the
Bailick walk, especially with so many
people walking and exercising outdoors
nowadays".
She cites the bin-less Bailick walk as a
prime example. "If they had bins at entry
points and kept them off the walk route
itself, people would accept that and bring
their rubbish to the bins", she believes.
The Sinn Féin councillor persistently raises the issue at the monthly east Cork
municipal district meetings, as does her
colleague, Fine Gael Cllr Susan
McCarthy, with the omnipresent scourge
of dog litter greatly accentuating their
efforts. "We have beautiful walkways
strewn with litter and dog faeces", the
petition reads. "Despite the huge funding
being allocated for the Midleton-Youghal
greenway, we cannot get our litter under
control", it adds.
In regard to dog faeces, matters have
become so unsavoury now that people
are bagging their dog litter but throwing it
over hedges, ditches and so on, while
regular litter left in situ is becoming
increasingly unsightly. It hardly needs
stating that dog litter threatens the health
of anyone coming into contact with it, with
children, people with disabilities and
those pushing buggies are being particularly susceptible to doing so.
Staff numbers
The problem became more acute in 2018,
when Cork County Council removed 10
dog litter bins from the town's perimeters
after the Midleton Tidy Towns group disbanded. Allowing dog dirt to be dumped
into regular bins has not improved the situation as few people, it seems, are prepared to carry it some distance in order to
do so.
Now, invariably the demand for more bins
is met by a counter-argument from the
council -usually through chief district officer Joe McCarthy- that a) the council hasn't the resources/manpower to service the

through a small, public green area to the
front of the house. "He let the dog defecate precisely where we erect little soccer
goals for the kids", she explains. She is
unsure whether he saw her or not as he
walked away.

dow. So I hung it on his door handle. He
knows it was me now anyway because he
has been told about it since". A few days
ago, she says, she saw the man picking
up after his dog. Now all he needs is a bin
nearby in which to put it.

"I went out, bagged the dog poop and
called round to his house wit it", she
recalls. "I knocked but nobody came out,
though I think he saw me through the win-

To sign the petition for more bins, see
htts://www.change.org/p/cork-countycouncil-more-bins-for-midleton.

SPRING IS IN THE AIR
bins and b) its every individual's responsibility and not least dog walkers, to bring
their waste home or to wherever the nearest bin may be.
Cllr Twomey says the council's stance
runs contradictory to its practice in
Youghal where new bins were installed at
Claycastle car park last summer (somewhat bizarrely in close proximity to public
benches). "The Youghal boardwalk (the
original section) is about 400 metres long
and has bins at either end", she points
out. "It seems there is one rule for
Youghal and another one for Midleton".
She disputes the argument around staff
limitations in Midleto, citing a report she
requested recently from the county council. "It showed that Youghal actually has
double the number of bins but only half
the amount of staff that Midleton has",
she contends. "Its about seven and 13
workers respectively".
Solar powered
In a related matter, the councillor would
also like the county council to upgrade its
waste management capability by investing in solar compactor bins.
These receptacles read the height level of
the contents which, when they reach a
certain height, a solar-powered mechanism crushes the contents. The technology offers up to eight times more storage
capacity at a cost of up to €1,000 each
per year. The bins are becoming more
commonplace throughout the country,
with Dublin, Howth, Galway and
Dungarvan now deploying them.
"I was thinking there might be some
schemes available under which the council could acquire some" Cllr Twomey considers. "They need emptying far less
often which would be a great help if there
actually is a staffing problem".
Left behind
Meanwhile the councillor's determination
to dissuade dog walkers from leaving
their pets little deposits in public places
was clearly illustrated in a recent incident
close to her home.
Upstairs on the phone to a constituent,
she noticed a man whom she knew from
a neighbouring estate walking his dog

Picture taken from Belvelly bridge of Belvelly Castle lit up for St Patrick's day.
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Bunscoil Mhuire Children
St Patrick's Day celebrations in
wear green to celebrate
South Abbey National School
All the boys and girls were full of excite- help to create a nice, safe and happy
St. Patrick's Day
ment last week in the build up to St environment in lead up to St Patrick's day.
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Patrick's day. All of our pupils have
missed out in different events and celebrations over the past few weeks and we
wanted to provide them with an opportunity to get excited for something again.
All staff in the school worked together to
come up with some wonderful ideas to

Pupils and staff engaged in lots of enjoyable activities in their bubbles. Some of
these activities included art and craft
activities, listening to Irish music, mini
parade, making St Patrick rice krispies
and story time. All pupils were in great
spirits throughout these few days.
Lá Fhéile Pádraig shona daoibh!!
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Fr. O' Neill's GAA Lotto Presentation

Michael Hegarty Chairman Fr. O' Neill's GAA presenting the Fr. O' Neill's GAA Lotto Jackpot to the winner Ray O' Neill at O' Flynn's Mace Ladysbridge. Also included are Niall Griffin Treasurer, Liam Leahy Secretary, Ann O' Neill, John V Ahern Committee, Michael Holland President, Dan O' Connor Vice-Chairman and Maurice
Conway Committee. Also included in front are Oisín, Fionn, Ruairí, Tara, and Grainne O' Neill.

Fr. O’Neill’s Camogie Club
Fr. O’Neills camogie Club are busy getting ready for the coming season and
looking forward to getting back to play as
soon as is safe to do so. The club is looking into a new online registration system
called Foireann. Please note that club
gear is available to buy online on the
O’Neills website. Hurleys are available to
purchase from the club also. Please contact Sandra Finn.
The AGM was held on the 19th February
2021 via Zoom and the following officers
were elected to the club.
Club presidents: Joan O’Driscoll,

Margaret Hyde
Chairperson : Helen Finn
Vice-Chairperson: Carrie Higgins
Secretary: Bridie Millerick
Vice Secretary: Lisa Lynch
Treasurers: Josephine O’Neill, Bridget
Murphy
Club Registrar: Fiona O’Driscoll
Child Welfare Officer: Ann O’Neill
PRO: Thomas Smiddy
Committee members:
Anne-Marie Griffin, Sandra Finn, Siobhán
Shanahan, Myra Bernard, Jake Hayes,
Niamh Collins, Caitríona Reilly, Pat
Millerick, Pádraig Finn, Ray O’Neill

Corkbeg Fantasy Cheltenham
RESULT:
What a fantastic week of horse racing
and what a historic week for women in
sport!
Well done to John McMahon, who held off
a late surge from Finbarr Harrington to
win the Corkbeg section of the Fantasy
Cheltenham competition. Corkbeg legend, John Bennett, was pipped at the
post to finish in third place, despite riding
from the front all week long.
John Mc Mahon wins 100 euros, Finbarr
picks up 50 euros, while poor Johnny
Bennett only gets his ticket money back .
All three men have supported this competition down through the last few years, so
it's great to see their continued support
rewarded. Congratulations to John
McMahon; John finished in 101st place
nationwide, only 42 points behind the
overall winner. One more winner in an
opening race, where points are doubled,
would have seen John scoop the top
prize of 1500 euros…….fine margins…..
We had also a special prize for 4th place
in memory of the late Kieran O Connor.
Kieran played briefly for Corkbeg and
was a big supporter of club fundraisers,
especially the Fantasy Cheltenham competition and his wife Sinead kindly donat-

ed a 100 euro One-4-All voucher for the
person who finished in 4th place; the
No.4 symbolised the number that Kieran
wore during his stellar GAA career.
It was a ''Corkbeg Club'' ticket, that finished in 4th position, so in order to avoid
any direct comparisons with Fr. Ted, further action had to be taken. So, last week
at O' Connor HQ, Isobelle, Ava and
James O Connor picked a number at random from a hat. The winner of the 4th
place draw was Brendan Tynan (No.31)
from Pouladuff Road in Cork City, another big supporter of Fantasy Cheltenham
through the years. Many thanks once
again to Sinead for giving our competition
a great boost with this novel prize in honour of the great man.
Finally, a huge thanks to everybody who
bought a ticket to enter our Fantasy
Cheltenham competition once again this
year. Though Covid has floored playing
activity or any club activities over the past
12 months, we still have lots of hidden
costs for in the background for the day to
day running of the club and all support for
any of our fundraising activities is hugely
appreciated, not only at this difficult time,
but at all times. Thank you for continuing
to support all fundraising endeavours for
Corkbeg AFC.
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- Tony Harpur’s Historical Tales Skellig, medieval Irish computers and the Date of Easter
'Is Easter early or late this year?' is a
perennial question, usually prompted by
plans (not this year, alas!), or suggestions
for plans. It's also prompted by the fact that
many churches do not announce the
Easter (Ash Wednesday, Palm Sunday,
Holy Week, Ascension and Pentecost)
dates on Epiphany (6th January) as was
once the custom in the churches. Usually it
is presumed that people have access to a
calendar, diary or the web to check out the
date.
Indeed, it really wouldn't surprise me if the
question was being asked in the early centuries of Christianity in Ireland.
One of the more confusing gifts of St
Patrick and the early Irish Christians to
modern life is the celebration of Easter as a
moveable feast, which is the real reason
the question posed at the start of this article is prompted.
To understand why Easter moves around
the spring months of March and April, we
need to go back to the early Church.
According to the gospels, Christ was crucified on a Friday before the Sabbath (the
festival Sabbath - an especially holy day).
In the Hebrew calendar (used for religious
purposes) Passover falls on the 15th day of
the month of Nisan, which is the first month
of the Hebrew calendar. So, for Jews,
Passover is a fixed date in that calendar.
Passover begins on the night of the full
moon after the vernal (spring) equinox, but
it may fall on the second full moon after the
equinox! To add to the confusion, every
couple of years an extra month is added
because most of the months follow a lunar
cycle based on phases of the moon. The
use of extra months brings the Hebrew calendar into line with the solar year in a 19
year cycle.
The first Christians were of Jewish origin so
they celebrated the Resurrection on the
14th day of Nisan, the date the Passover
lamb was slaughtered, a date that might
occur on any day of the week. Eventually,
the number of Christians of Gentile origin
grew so great that they began to question
this rigid adherence to Jewish custom.
After all, to them Christianity was a new
faith with Jewish origins but without any
need to be 'Jewish' in outlook or behaviour.
These Christians who continued the link to
Judaism were called (WARNING: big word
ahead!) Quartodecimanians - from the
words for four and ten in Latin. This latter
group included the famous Seven
Churches of Asia all mentioned in the Book
of Revelation.
Gradually, the custom of celebrating the
Resurrection moved to a Sunday for most
churches, including that in Rome, but it still
wasn't followed by all churches. The trouble was, the day of the Paschal celebration
varied from one region to another, so one
church might celebrate on the last Sunday
in March, but its neighbours might celebrate a week or so later. Discussions with
Rome started very early - in the second

century! Finally, with the Council of Nicaea
called by the Emperor Constantine in 325
AD to resolve outstanding issue among the
churches, two decisions were made concerning Easter: first, the feast was to be
independent of the Hebrew calendar, and,
second, it was to be celebrated on a uniform date throughout all churches. What
they didn't do was to set the formula or fix
a date for Easter. The general rule was that
Easter would be celebrated on a Sunday
after the spring equinox, but not everybody
used the same computation or computus to
calculate the date.
When the first Christians and St Patrick
arrived in Ireland, they used a calculation
for Easter based on an old Alexandrian
rule. This set the spring equinox as 25th
March and therefore the date of Easter
could fall on a Sunday between 14th and
20th of Nisan. All this was calculated on an
84 year cycle! This was the system used in
Ireland, in Wales and in the Irish monastic
communities established from about 500
AD in Britain and the Continent, and it was
fiercely defended as being given by St
Patrick. The trouble was that the Roman
church had changed the calculation of the
date of Easter, and then modified it, and
the Irish only encountered it when they ran
into a different local or Continental custom.
The famously, and frighteningly, austere St
Columbanus got into trouble with the bishops of Gaul (now France) when the bishops of Burgundy complained to Rome
about his odd date for Easter in his
monastery of Luxeuil. The Pope wrote a
letter to remonstrate with the Irishman, who
replied by pointing out that this was the tradition the Irish received from St Patrick and
that was that! Oh, and by the way, is there
ANYBODY in the Papal chancery or even
in Rome who can write decent Latin - the
letter was a disgrace with atrocious grammar all over the place! Whoever wrote it
wouldn't pass the Leaving Cert! One imagines that Columbanus's response must
have silence the Pope for a time.
But in 664 that all changed. King Oswy of
Northumbria called a Synod at Whitby
(where Bram Stoker's Dracula arrived in
Britain centuries later!). The question was
should the Northumbrian church accept the
Irish dating for Easter or should it follow the
Roman date?
As the Venerable Bede put it: 'Easter was
kept twice in one year, so that when the
King had ended Lent and was keeping
Easter, the Queen and her attendants were
still fasting and keeping Palm Sunday.'
Oswy followed the Irish practice, while his
queen and son followed the Roman practice. Surely this was grounds for divorce!
Anyway, at Whitby, Colman, abbot of
Lindisfarne, defended the Irish practice
while Wilfrid promoted the Roman calculation. The synod came down on the side of
the Roman use for Easter. Colman
resigned as abbot of Lindisfarne and taking
some relics of St Aidan, returned with some

followers to Ireland to resume his Irish
practice of Easter.
He must have got a shock when he
returned to Ireland. Already much of the
Irish church had adopted the Roman calculation of Easter, with only a few places still
adhering the old Irish practice. One of
these conservative places was Skellig,
where you could get married when the rest
of the church was in Lent and marriages
were banned! Indeed, this Roman calculation may have come from the monasteries
that Columbanus had established on the
Continent. And in a brilliant reversal of the
previous situation where the Irish were the
problematic ones, it was the Irish who
became the best 'computers' of the date of
Easter! One of the great treasures of
ancient Irish writing to be found in ancient
Continental monastic libraries were the
documents called 'computus' - the documents for the calculation of the date of
Easter. More of these Irish documents
seem to survive (and they keep turning up)
than you might expect. Indeed, it seems
that the Irish monks were the 'computers' of
early medieval period in the Latin west.
One must wonder if their earlier use of the
older system, the calculation of the six days
between 14th and 20th Nisan on an 84
year cycle, was the reason the Irish were
so good at this computus?
To make matters even more interesting the Irish had to calculate all this using
Roman numerals - I, V, X, L, C, D, M. Our

modern Arabic numerals only came into
common use in Europe much later. The
date for calculating Easter is set by the full
moon on or after 21st March. The 21st
March is the traditional date of the spring
equinox. This is the ONLY FIXED DATE
associated with Easter. So Easter is celebrated on the Sunday after the full moon
that falls on or immediately after the spring
equinox. However, if the full moon and 21st
March coincide and that day is a Sunday,
then Easter is actually celebrated on the
following Sunday.
The spring equinox may fall on any date
from 19th to 22nd March, including 21st
March, but the church uses the 21st March
to mark the equinox. This year the spring
equinox will fall on 20th March, and the full
moon will fall on 28th March, so the following Sunday is 4th April - Easter Sunday.
Bear in mind also that this was all set out
when the Julian calendar was the standard
calendar. When Pope Gregory made a
minor adjustment to the Julian calendar in
1582, the same calculation was kept for
Easter, but the Orthodox (Eastern) church
retained the Julian calendar and its date for
Easter diverged from the Latin (Western)
Church. This year, 2021, Passover begins
on Saturday, 27th March and ends on 4th
April, the Greek Orthodox church will celebrate Easter on 2nd May while the Latin
church, the Western churches, celebrate
Easter almost a month earlier. And you
thought 'computers' were a modern invention…..

Poetry Corner
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Midleton GAA, Ladies Football
and Camogie Club
Move for March
#MoveforMarch is an initiative to entice
you to get up on your bike throughout
March with AXA Community Bike Rides. If
you are looking for some motivation to get
back on your bike, or you'd like to challenge yourself, why not sign up and take
part in any of the solo bike rides. You
could win a See.Sense bike light! All
advertised rides are covered through
Cycling Ireland public liability cover. Find
out more: https://www.axacommunitybikerides.com/news/move-for-march
Juvenile
Junior Infants Boys Pre-Registration
The ongoing Govid-19 government
restrictions has meant that the most
important boy's team in the club, the new
Fé6 Junior Infants Boys, haven't been
able to commence their GAA training yet.
We hope that once the restrictions are lifted, this group will join all their teammates
in Midleton GAA Club on the training
fields. We also hope that official Club registration will take place when restrictions
allow. In the meantime, if any parents of
Junior Infant Boys wish to submit their
details including name/ number/ email,
they can do so to our Juvenile Secretary
Michael Carroll at secretarybng.midleton.cork@gaa.ie or to 086-8362218.
Safeguarding, Vetting & Coaching
Safeguarding, vetting and coaching training are all mandatory requirements of any
GAA club. To help us create a safe and
enjoyable environment for the children
who play Gaelic games in Midleton we
are very active at the moment in updating
our requirements.

A number of coaches have applied for
Garda vetting due to the changes to the
legislation which now mean that vetting is
valid for three years only, as opposed to
the previous rule which allowed for five
years.
We recently hosted a Foundation coaching training with GDA Sean Crowley and
those who participated on the night are
currently completing the online piece following the introduction by Sean. This
qualification will be completed with a
practical session later in the year once we
are back on the pitch.
Our virtual Safeguarding workshop which
is booked for 2nd of March is now full. If
you need to complete this workshop,
please contact the Children's Officer at
ChildrensOfficer.midleton.cork@gaa.ie.
We will book another session to facilitate
all those who need it at the first available
opportunity.
A huge correspondence drive from the
club to all coaches who require updating
has been ongoing for the last number of
weeks. As a club there has been a phenomenal response to this with the majority active in updating requirements. This
is highly appreciated by the club and will
ensure our prompt and safe return to play
once the restrictions are eased. Many
thanks to all who are involved.
Condolences
Cumann Luthchleas Gael Mainistir na
Corann would like to offer our deepest
sympathies to our Chairman Liam Ryan
and the wider Ryan family on the recent
passing of his brother Jim.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam
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DUNGOURNEY GAA NEWS
VIRTUAL 5K
Our fundraiser the Virtual 5K takes place
over the easter bank holiday weekend
where teams from the club are walking 5
kilometeres .
Fifteen captains have gathered together
their teams from family and friends and
they will be completing the distance over
the three days ,this will be done under
government guidelines so full social distancing and no large gatherings .
A Gofundme page has been set up for
people to donate money to the club and
this money will then go towards completing the new walkway around the pitch and
also towards the astro turf pitch in
Dungourney which is nearing completion.
Full details and links to the Gofund me
page can be found on our FACEBOOK
page as well as pen pictures of the teams
completing the challenge, it should be

good fun as well as a welcome lift to
finances so log in and donate please
TRAINING
There is no team training at the moment
and it does not look likely until the end of
June ,players are training individually ,no
news yet on any matches.
PITCH
The pitch remains closed to all activites.
LOTTO
There are no Lotto draws at the moment
but they are due to resume shortly,all
draws will take place at this time.
CLUB MAIN SPONSORS EAST CORK
CRANE HIRE AND EAST CORK CRANE
HIRE.

COBH GAA AND CAMOGIE
FUNDRAISER
We have just hit over €5,500 in donations
for Cobh Hospital! We are all blown away
by the kindness and generosity of everyone that has played their part in donating
or participating our 24-hour Relay!
Less than 2 hours to go, so please keep
supporting our last few runners / walkers,
and keep sharing the link for donations
Latest update
Huge thank you to Garry and Anne

Wilson of Belvelly Castle for their
extremely generous donation to the
marathon The total now is nearly at
€7,500.
It's been a fantastic 24hours very proud
of all the walkers, runners, swimmers and
cyclists who participated over the last
24hours. Well done to all the organisers
from these two great clubs but most of all
thanks to all those who donated to a wonderful cause 'Cobh Hospital '

Johnny Dorrity
Great Sadness pervaded the Great
island, when the news broke that Johnny
Dorrity passed away. We. can say with
certainty that Johnny was the heart and
soul of his beloved Cobh hospital.
The National flag flew at half mast in loving memory of a former employee and
dedicated volunteer. Thank you Johnny
for 30years+ service, you were
Caretaker, Santa claus, money box collector, entertainment manager, music
maestro and a True Friend of Cobh
Hospital.
Johnny was a great friend as well of St
Colman's Cathedral, he attended daily
mass and he took great pride in ringing
the hand held bell, at the appropriate
times during mass.
His untimely passing leaves a huge void
and our thoughts and prayers are with his
family and so many friends.
Cobh Ramblers FC wish to express our
deepest sympathies to the friends and
family of the late Johnny Dorrity following
his recent passing.
Johnny was a Ramblers stalwart over the

years and will be sadly missed by all. He
was at the heart of our Social Committee
for many years, which included running
the ever popular Wednesday Cards night
in the clubhouse. Among many roles he
organised our Annual Mass, while his
daughter Jackie played for our Ladies
team.
May he rest in peace. Ar Dheis Dé go
raibh a anam
Please add this to the article already sent

Long awaited upgrade
East Cork News & Advertiser
Upcoming Publication Dates

April 8th, April 22nd, May 6th

THE much-needed upgrade of the R624
Cobh road is to be broken into sections
with Belvelly Bridge to be given priority,
County Hall has stated.Head of Roads,
Padraig Barrett said that given the heavy
price tag for the road, which is currently
deemed a Regional road, despite a coun-

cil application almost three years ago for
national status, the project will be completed in segments.Mr Barrett said: "It's
going to cost in excess of €100m to
upgrade the road from the Tullagreine
Junction to the R624.
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KILLEAGH GAA NEWS

By Patrick Mulcahy, Killeagh GAA PRO

PAT WALSH RIP
On behalf of CLG Cilliath, we send our
condolences to the Walsh family of
Glenane, to Anna, Eileen, Diarmuid,
Angela, Pat, Brendan, Geraldine and
Johnny and their children on the death of
their father and grandfather Pat, who was
a lifelong GAA member & supporter of
CLG Cilliath.
As a player he gave sterling service to
Donoughmore GAA club before he
moved to Killeagh. He served on the
Killeagh GAA committee for many years.
He helped Tommy Seward in a big way in
the running of the Juvenile Section during
the 1980's. It wasn't a juvenile club at the
time but just Tommy, Pat & others ran the
juvenile teams to get them up and running.
Pat was a selector with Junior Scully and
Tom Barry RIP with the football team that
won the East Cork Junior B Football
Championship in 1985. We have been 'A'
grade ever since. Pat and his great friend,
the late John Fitzgerald erected the original wire mesh fencing which was taken
down two years ago for our new current
fencing. Pat was a true Gael and our
sympathies to his family and friends.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.
LAST CALL FOR YOUR REBELS'
BOUNTY TICKETS
There is over €100k up for grabs this
Thursday March 25th!!
The last few tickets are for sale for the
"Rebels' Bounty" draw. A new fundraising

initiative by Cork GAA designed to support Cork players, clubs and county. The
initiative offers a spectacular total prize
fund of €500,000, with one lucky club
member set to win €100,000.
In every draw, there are 30 cash prizes,
ranging from €100 to €20,000. In April
and August, the top prize will increase to
€25,000 while in December, the bumper
prize of €100,000 will be given away. The
first draw will take place on Thursday
March 25th where prizes will be drawn for
the months of January, February & March
and there is over €100,000 up for grabs
alone on the night!
Tickets for all 12 draws cost €100 for the
year (or for €10 over 10 months).
Remember, the more tickets our club
sells, the more development we can do in
the future in Páirc Uí Chinnéide for all in
our community. Every ticket we sell
between now & March 25th means the
money stays in Killeagh and you have a
free entry to 12 draws.
If you want to be included in the draw, last
entries must be with the County Board by
5pm on Thursday March 25th 2021.
Tickets for the Rebels' Bounty are being
distributed via any member of the executive committee, club officer or through our
club co-ordinator for the draw, Dave Barry
on 087-8123352. The maximum number
of entries per person is 5, with a maximum of 2 names per ticket. Late Entries
will not be allowed to enter the 2021 draw.
For information, please visit www.gaacork.ie/rebelsbounty or contact any club
officer.

LOTTO UPDATE:
JACKPOT GETTING CLOSER TO €6k!!
The latest Lotto club draw was worth
€5,400 and took place on Tuesday March
16th. The numbers drawn on the night
were 3, 18, 20 & 22. There was no winner
of this week's draw. The €30 Lucky Dip
winners drawn were John Collins &
Carmel Barry while the €30 voucher for
Barry's Nurseries, Killeagh was won by
Linda Clifford & the €30 voucher for Joes
Farm Crisps, Killeagh was won by Eileen
Dwyer. This week's Jackpot will be worth
a tasty €5,600.
We are delighted to announce that
Burgess Service Station have taken in
one of our exclusive Lotto Boxes this past
week. Our Lotto Tickets are also available
locally in O'Neill's Londis, Ahern's Centra,
Fitzgibbon's Garage, Vibez Salon & Tom
Kelly's Butchers, Killeagh. Please
Support Local Businesses as much as
possible!
But, if you cannot get to the local businesses during the week and you wish to

Thursday March 25th, 2021
enter the draw online, you can buy tickets
up to 8:15pm on Tuesday evening at
https://bit.ly/Killeagh! Remember, no
queues, no delays, the Killeagh GAA
Online Lotto is always a great and easy
way to Play!!
Also, please take note that our Easter
Egg Draw will take place on Tuesday
March 30th, if you wish to be with a
chance of winning a Easter Egg for next
week, enter this week's Killeagh GAA
Lotto draw locally or online!
Remember, Money Spent Local Stays
Local!
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
1. Killeagh GAA - Cash Tickets & Online
Lotto every Tuesday @ 8:30pm
2. Rebels Bounty Draw for Jan, Feb &
Mar on Thurs March 25th - Closing Entry
on March 25th
3. Lotto Easter Egg Draw March 30th
4. 2021 Killeagh GAA Annual Golf Classic
@ West Waterford GC - July 8th, 9th &
10th

Inch Rovers Club Updates
By Audrey Burke-McCarthy
Back Training Online
Our U12s and U11s are back training
online since the start of March for the
season ahead. New players are very
welcome. Please contact Dave Barry for
more details - 087 812 3352.
Managers for the U14 and U 16 Teams
We are currently looking for managers for
our u14 and u16 teams to work with the
existing team coaches. Anybody interested in hearing more details about this or
who would like to put their names forward, please contact Tomas Goggin,
Sheila Dennehy or any member of the
committee for a chat.
Club Snoods and Face Masks For Sale
Soon
We are delighted to announce that we will
soon have Inch Rovers snoods and face
masks available for sale. Available in
adult and youth sizes. More details coming soon on our Club Facebook page.
Cork LGFA - Add Your Voice
Have your say! Cork LGFA want to hear
from our players, their families, coaches,
mentors, managers and our supporters in
what you would like to see happening in
the development of Cork Ladies Football.
Links to the three surveys can be found
on our Inch Rovers Club Face Book
page.
Lidl Plus App - Give Inch Rovers Your
Stamp of Approval
Since 2016, Lidl has given serious sponsorship support to the Ladies Gaelic
Football Association and its members on
a local and national level. Their most
recent sponsorship/fundraiser initiative
provides all clubs with the opportunity to
raise up to €20,000 by using the Lidl Plus
app.
With the Lidl Plus app- the more stamps
you collect after nominating us, we will
gain stamps for all shopping spends over
€30 (over €60 = 2 stamps, over €90 = 3
stamps, etc.) We are delighted with the
support so far. We are progressing
towards our three sets of jerseys for our

club u10/u12/14 teams however we still
have a long way to go. So if you are
shopping, please keep Inch Rovers in
mind. Collect 6 stamps per card. This is
running until Sunday, April 11th (people
can submit multiple completed stamp
cards). More details at www.lidl.ie/serious-support
Thank you!
GAA Initiative: "Be Ready to Play" Well
Underway
There are three streams covered in the
GAA's Be Ready to Play programme Youth, Adult and Advanced (select your
stream when you register at https://learning.gaa.ie/bereadytoplay)
The first educational webinar of the Be
Ready to Play programme took place on
March 16th last.
The topic was
"Preparing to Train and Play - How to
Decrease Your Injury Risk", with Helen
McElroy. The next webinar will take place
on March 30th at 7:00 pm - "Technical
Coaching for Hurling, Camogie and
Football". There will be speakers from
the field of football, hurling and camogie.
We are especially looking forward to
hearing
Fiona
McHale,
Teens
Ambassador and current Mayo Ladies
Football player speak.
Final Call - Inch Rover Members Have
the Opportunity of Winning Great Cash
Prizes
Rebel Bounty ticket sales close at 5:00
pm on March 25th. If you are not in - you
can't win!
Draws for January, February and March
are taking place on March 25th.
How the Rebel's Bounty Monthly Draw
Works - www.gaacork.ie/rebelsbounty
Every Rebel Bounty ticket purchased by
an Inch supporter (select Killeagh GAA as
the club when purchasing) counts as
€100 payment from Inch Rovers to
Killeagh GAA for the great facilities we
have available to us. Currently we have
no other fundraising opportunities.
Please let Sheila Dennehy or Tomas
Goggin know if you purchase a ticket as
an Inch supporter.
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IN MEMORIAM
BILLY GRIFFIN - SIX-AND-A-HALF
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DECADES OF RUNNING
By John Walshe

Billy Griffin commenced running back
in 1956, a year still remembered for
Ron Delany's Olympic 1500m winning
performance at Melbourne. But while
the famous gold-medallist retired from
competition just six years later, 65
years on Midleton-man Billy is still
going strong. He recently completed
all the virtual 5km runs organised by
his local club where he is pictured
receiving his T-shirt on the occasion of
his 83rd birthday.
Although Delany's achievement was no
doubt an inspiration to any young athlete
of the time, it was another iconic performance that first whetted Billy's appetite for
the sport, as he explains: "Two years
before that, in 1954, Roger Bannister
broke the four-minute-mile. Although we
had no television or anything at the time,
when we went to the cinema the Pathé
News would come out at halfway and
they would show highlights of it.
"Myself and Connie Shanahan, who
passed away a couple of years ago,
decided to go out the Youghal Road
where there were mile markers in stone
to see how fast we could run a mile. We
had no watches to time us, so I took my
mother's alarm clock!" As there was no
club in Midleton at the time Billy joined
Carrigtwohill where well-known retired
photographer Eddie O'Riordan was the
main man, along with the Harte brothers.
"I remember cycling down to a sports in
Carrigaline as well as up to Glenville, and
cycling home again," Billy recalls.
"There was an attempt made to start a
club here in Midleton, we actually had
shirts and all made, but it didn't last very
long but when the present club was
formed, we moved back. My brother,
Maurice, who was a few years older than
me, was on the committee of the new
club. He didn't run, although he did a bit
of high jumping." Cross-country was the
main activity, with hardly any road races
back then. "One of the few races on the
road was from Waterfall to Warren's
Cross and I won it on one occasion.
They'd never give you a distance; you just
ran from A to B, it could be anything from
three to four miles.
"Training at the time was all in the fields.
We lived on the Rocky Road near
Castleredmond and I used to have a
fierce problem in the night-time but then I
got the brainwave of putting on a beret
and tying a flash-lamp or torch to it. One
night I was running in the dark in the field
which was parallel to the road and I heard
a few girls talking out on the road and
when they heard the noise inside the
ditch they took off. A couple of nights later
my mother was returning from the
October devotions when she met a
woman who said "you come home along
here on your own? Well, there were two
girls chased down the road the other
night by some fellow!"
Billy started working as a lorry driver with
Rohan's in the 1960s, where he remained

for over 20 years. "At that time I used to
train at six in the morning, although I often

Emer Forrest
Sixth Anniversary
On 30th March 2021

Your life was a blessing
your memory a treasure...
You are loved beyond words
and missed beyond measure...
went out at half-five. It was an eight
o'clock start there but when I went to work
for John A Wood we started at seven, so
I had to get out at half-five then to train. I
couldn't go out in the evening because we
were working late, and anyway you would
be tired when you'd get home."
In 1973, along with future Olympian Liam
O'Brien, Billy was a member of the
Midleton team that won the Cork County
Novice and Intermediate Cross-Country
titles. He was also one of the pioneering
34 runners who ran the first-ever
Ballycotton five-mile race in 1977 and
later completed three Dublin City
Marathons.
The Nike 4% shoes - which are supposed
to improve running economy by 4 percent
- are all the rage at the moment but Billy
Griffin had his own remedy for swifter running back in the day. "I used to love running barefoot and never used to wear
shoes for cross-country, I always ran in
my bare feet from the start. I tried it on the
road one morning and it was grand where
the tarmac was good, but not where the
surface was poor. Recently I thought of
doing it on the Cricket Field but I suppose
if I was seen doing it now I'd be taken
away!"
Described as a "club legend" by Midleton
AC registrar Danny McCarthy, like all runners at the moment Billy is greatly missing the local races. Although admitting the
virtual ones aren't the same, he still managed to run all five of the Midleton 5km
events. "The first one was under 34 minutes, but I slowed a bit after that. I'm used
to running on my own, but a race is different as you always have someone to push
you and keep you going," says Billy, who
still heads out for his morning runs at halfseven four days a week.
The rest of the day is no doubt taken up
with the bright and beautifully-kept garden that he and his wife Ann tend to at
their Brookdale East home. "With the garden centres closed at the last lockdown I
couldn't get plants so what I did was to
get packet seeds and grow my own, so
I'm ready for action now. I'm inside the
window following the sun around and will
plant them when they get a bit stronger.
"The gardening keeps the mind going,"
concludes this remarkable man who is
certainly living proof at the age of 83 that
a live-long passion for running keeps the
body in excellent shape as well.

Remembered with love by her family.
Anniversary mass streaming live on Holy Family
Church Services, on Sunday 28th March at 11am.
We think of Emer also on her birthday on 11th April.
Thanksgiving - Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
In the past, I have asked for many favours. This time, I ask for a
special one (favour). Take it to your heart Jesus and take it to
your own broken heart, where your Father sees it, then in his
merciful eyes it will become your favour, not mine. Say this
Prayer for 3 days, promise publication & favour will be granted.
A.H.

Thanksgiving - Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
In the past, I have asked for many favours. This time, I ask for a
special one (favour). Take it to your heart Jesus and take it to
your own broken heart, where your Father sees it, then in his
merciful eyes it will become your favour, not mine. Say this
Prayer for 3 days, promise publication & favour will be granted.
A.M.

Thanksgiving - Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
In the past, I have asked for many favours. This time, I ask for a
special one (favour). Take it to your heart Jesus and take it to
your own broken heart, where your Father sees it, then in his
merciful eyes it will become your favour, not mine. Say this
Prayer for 3 days, promise publication & favour will be granted.
E.L.M.

Cobh Tidy Towns
Spring on the Great Island
Nature brings such joy and here are
some words from Cúinne an Ghiorria. We
all love our woodlands and treasure these
beautiful places on Great Island. Nature

has its own magic so let's all leave no
trace. Nailing and screwing things into
trees & plastic pieces or streamers are
damaging in these precious

COBH
DARKNESS INTO LIGHT
We're here to shine a light, and to remind
you, you're not alone.
We're looking forward to sharing a magical Darkness Into Light sunrise with you

on May 8th.
Sign up by March 31st to be in with a
chance to win a year's free electricity from
our proud partners Electric Ireland
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Acknowledgement and First
Anniversary

Mary Motherway
Ballymakeigh,
Ballymacoda, Co. Cork
Whose First Anniversary
occurs on March 23rd 2021
On the first Anniversary of the sad loss of Mary, a loving wife, caring
mother and grandmother and dear friend to all that knew her, we,
(John), her children Sean, Steve, Elizabeth and Ger, along with her
daughters-in-law and son-in-law, grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
brothers, sisters, aunt, uncle, all of her extended family and her many
friends would like to take this opportunity to express our heartfelt and
sincere gratitude to everyone who supported and comforted us
throughout this sad time.
Due to the Covid-19 restrictions at the time of Mary’s passing, we
understand that you could not be with us in person at her funeral in St.
Peter in Chains Church, Ballymacoda and burial in St. Joseph’s
Cemetery, Ladysbridge. To all those who phoned, texted, emailed, sent
cards, lit candles, said prayers and payed tributes. To all those neighbours and friends who stood out and lined the roads from her home to
Ballymacoda and onto her final resting place in Ladysbridge. To Finn’s
Tavern, Ballymacoda and all our lovely neighbours and friends who
provided us with refreshments, we thank you.
We would like to thank Dr. Mark Buckley who attended and cared for
Mary exceptionally throughout her illness up to her death. To
Castlemartyr’s district health nurse Nuala Sheehan who helped mam in
every way. She was so wonderful to us, explaining what to expect and
answering any questions we had. She has such a kind and gentle
nature. We thank you. To Mary’s carer Liz Hull, to Killeagh and
Owenacurra Pharmacies and all the staff in Killeagh Medical Centre for
your helpfulness. A special thanks to the Marymount team who were
so professional in every way. They were always at the other end of the
phone during the tough days and long nights towards the end. Thank
you. Sincere thanks to Fr. Chris Donlon P.P. who called to see Mary
regularly, to chat and pray together. She was always so fond of those
visits.
To Andy Jackson of Ballymacoda Choir for his beautiful singing at
Mary’s funeral. Thank you. To Kay Cullen, the sacristan of St. Peter in
Chains Church, Ballymacoda for preparing the Church for Mary’s
Mass. Thank You. Finally we would like to thank Colin Bulman and his
team of Egan’s Funeral Home, Youghal for their professionalism and
kind manner in our final moments with Mary.
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for all your intentions.

15th and 8th Anniversary

In loving memory of

Ann &
Anthony Egan
40 Blackwater Heights, Youghal
whose anniversaries occur around this time

You've just walked on ahead of us, and we've got to understand,
We must release the ones we love, and let go of their hands.
But loved ones never leave us, we're never far apart,
You're always with us, forever in our hearts.

Sadly missed, always loved by Tony, Louise,
Connie & Thomas and grandchildren
Acknowledgement and First Anniversary
of

Helen (Nell) Foley
Late of Ballycurrane, Clashmore, Co. Waterford.

9th Anniversary

Died 11th March 2020

In loving memory of

David Hegarty
Late of 6 Spittle Cottages, Cloyne, Co. Cork

Though heaven and earth divide us
We are never far apart
You are always in our thoughts
And forever in our hearts
Lovingly remembered by his sons,
daughters and grandchildren

As we lovingly remember Nell on her First Anniversary,
we wish to thank most sincerely all those who have
sympathised with us since her death. We would like to
extend our thanks to Nell's neighbours and friends, to the
wonderful staff at Gortroe Nursing Home, to Dr Twomey,
for caring for Nell throughout the years. Thank you, Fr.
O'Connor, for the funeral mass and to Liam Dalton. Thank
you to the staff at Egan's Funeral Home and the Déise Bar,
Clashmore, for accommodating us as we mourned Nell.
Thanks to all who telephoned, sent cards and condolences.
A wonderful woman, always loved and never forgotten.
Fondly remembered by nieces, nephews, grandnieces,
grandnephews, sister-in-law, relatives, neighbours and
friends.
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Acknowledgement and
First Anniversary

Acknowledgement and First Anniversary

19/03/2020

Gerry Horgan

2 Dawn View, Ballinacurra \ Monaghan
Who died on 23rd March 2020

Thomas Ml, Abernethy
Castleredmond Midleton.
Thomas's wife Regina his children Thomas, Riona,
Michael, his Dad Michael his extended Abernethy/O'Brien
family wish to thank most sincerely all those who
expressed their kindness and support during the past year.
Many of Thomas's family, friends and neighbours could
not join us for his Funeral services but your emotional
support was expressed by the huge volume of cards,
beautifully written letters, the sharing of memories,
photographs and by the many phone calls. Thank you.
Thomas filled every second of his life with laughter, love
and happiness, his life was a blessing the memories we
treasure.

Sixth Anniversary
In Loving Memory of

Micéal Cullen
Cross Lane, Youghal.
Whose sixth anniversary occurs on March 15th

As we loving remember Gerry on his first anniversary, his
family would like to thank everyone who sympathised
with us on our sad loss. To all Gerry's friends and
neighbours in both Ballinacurra \ Monaghan. To those
who sent mass cards. Our sincere thanks goes to Dr Evelyn
McGrath and to Barbara at Coach Horse Lane Surgery,
Midleton. To Anthony and all the staff of Hyde's funeral
directors for their kindness and professionalism. To Rev
Monsignor Jim Killeen for a lovely mass. To the staff of
C.U.H Hospital and to the staff and carers at Marymount
Hospice who gave great care to Gerry in his final days. As
it is impossible to thank everyone individually, please
accept this acknowledgement as an expression of our
gratitude and appreciation to all.
Cherished memories of a dear Brother, Uncle, Brother-inlaw and Godfather.
Remembering you is easy
We do it every day
But missing you is the heartache
That never goes away
From your brothers Denis, Bawney, Donie, Noel, Martin
and your sister Jackie (Hayes) and also your dog "Buddy"

14TH ANNIVERSARY

James Coady
In cherished memories of our
darling son James, Age 23 years
Late of Hillside View, Curraghishall, Killeagh
Who died on 24th March 2007

May the winds of Heaven blow softly
and whisper in your ear
How much we love and miss you
and wish that you were here

It broke our hearts to lose you,
But you did not go alone,
For part of us went with you,
The day God called you home.
Will those who think of him today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Sadly missed and lovingly remembered
by all your family.

Mam & Dad xxxx We love you and always will
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In Loving Memory of

John O’Riordan

late of 2 Liam Cox Terrace, Killeagh
who died on March 23rd, 2013

Sadly missed by your
loving wife Peg

I thought of you with love today,
But that is nothing new,
I thought about you yesterday,
And days before that too.
I think of you in silence,
I often speak your name,
All I have are memories,
And a picture in a frame.
Your memory is my keepsake,
With which I’ll never part,
God has you in His keeping,
I have you in my heart.
Will those who think of John today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Sixth Anniversary
In loving memory of Mary,
beloved wife of Don,

Mary O'Riordan
late of Ballycotton,
who died on 19th March, 2015.
We hold you close within our hearts,
And there you shall remain.
To walk with us throughout our lives
Until we meet again.
So rest in peace dear loved one,
And thanks for all you've done.
We pray that God has given you
The crown you've truly won.

Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by
Don & family.
14TH ANNIVERSARY
In Loving Memory of

Colette McDonnell
Ballymacoda and Knockadoon, Co.Cork
12th May 1962 - 2nd April 2020
The family of the late Colette McDonnell (nee Finn) of
Knockadoon, Co. Cork and formerly of Ballymacoda, Co. Cork
wish to thank most sincerely all those who sympathised with them
on the sudden and sad passing of our beloved Colette.
We are deeply grateful to all our extended family, friends and
neighbours for all of their kindness, support and generosity.
Thanks to Father Chris Donlon & Father Mulcahy from
Ladysbridge and Ballymacoda parish churches and the sacristan
Kay Cullen, singer and musician Geraldine O'Driscoll and Mary
Peddar-Daly and Fr.O’Neills Camogie Club for their guard of
honour and anyone who helped out in the celebration of Colette's
mass.
Thanks also to Father Paul Dzwig from Our Lady's Church, Fleet,
Hampshire UK for his support and kindness to us at Colette's
prayer service and cremation in the UK. Thanks to the ICU staff at
Frimley Park Hospital for their compassionate care.
To the Funeral Director Colin Bulman and his wonderful staff for
their kindness, support and professionalism shown towards us.
The Holy Sacrifice of the mass will be offered for all of your
intentions.
Colette's 1st Anniversary Mass will take place on Easter Sunday 4th
April at Ladysbridge Bridge Church at 10am and will be live
streamed on the Parish of Ballymacoda & Ladysbridge Facebook
group.

"I gcónaí linn"

In Loving memory of

EILEEN YELLOP

St. Francis Court, Youghal - Who died on 18th March 2007

Dear Mammy

A Letter to Mammy

It has been another long year without hearing the sound of your voice, seeing your
beautiful smile, and knowing you were always here for all of us. Not a day goes by
without missing you. We want you to know we are all doing ok, but some days are
harder than most. We remember what a great Wife, Mother, Grandmother, and
Mother-in-law you truly were. You touched us with your zest for life, sense of humor,
and loyalty to family and friends. Oh how we miss the great cooking, dinners we
shared from recipes passed down from others that have passed on, and your own creations that we now share with our families. One thing for sure they were all made
with love. And who could forget the funny expressions on your face during times of
laughter, thankfully many of them captured in our family photographs, while others
are imprinted forever in the memory banks of our hearts. We are still trying to come
to terms with the fact that we lost you, only God knows the reason why it was time
for you to leave us. We take comfort in the fact that you are in the arms of your family and that God has gained a great friend, one that will make him laugh, and smile a
lot. Heaven has inherited a very humorous angel. And so Dear Mother, on this the
anniversary of your passing we are thankful we had you with us for as long as we
did. Goodnight, God bless, We Love You.

From Your Loving Family Paddy, Noreen, Julie Anne,
Doug, Tom, Connor, Taylor, and James

Paddy & Katie Ring
Whose anniversary occurs around this time.
In our hearts you will always stay,
Loved and remembered every day.
Never forgotten by
Kathleen, Joe, Teresa and Seán
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CLASSIFIED - CLASSIFIED - CLASSIFIED - CLASSIFIED - CLASSIFIED
Ken-Co Cleaning Services Ltd.
COMMERCIAL - DOMESTIC - INDUSTRIAL
GUTTERING, FASCIA & SOFFIT CLEANED
Carpets, Windows, Power Washing

All work fully insured

Full Fumigation Service
Cleanroom / Factory
Reach & Wash Window
Cleaning System
Carpet & Upholstery

Pressure Washing
Rental Property Cleaning
Building Cleaning
Fire & Flood
HIQA Cleaning Requirements

24 Hour Call Out - All Quotations FREE
OFFICE: 024 91233 - SAM COAKLEY: 087 9918474
Email: ken-cocleaning@hotmail.com

CLOYNE

PVC

MAURICE LYNCH
Tel. 021 4651740
Mobile: 087 9132348
DOORS - WINDOWS - SUNROOMS
CONSERVATORY - REPAIRS

PAT WALSH PAINTS

Unit 20, Nordic Enterprise Park, Knockgriffin, Midleton

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL PAINT:
CROWN, FLEETWOOD, COLORTREND, SANDTEX
EXPERT ADVICE: Tel. 021 4630133 / 086 1618311

WANTED

Apartment or small Townhouse
wanted to purchase in Youghal.
PH: 087 9726016

Dog Grooming Service
Maria O’Connor

F.E.T.A.C. Animal Grooming Level 6
Youghal, Co. Cork 087 - 2201967
By Appointment Only

RUNNING STRICTLY BY
APPOINTMENT ONLY
MON TO FRI 10 TO 5
Foxhole, Youghal
(Just Off Rhincrew Roundabout)

Tel: 024 85567

GORETTI RING CHIROPODY
S.R.N. M.I. CH. POD. ORG.

WILL TREAT ALL FOOT CONDITIONS
TEL: 086 3381310
TEACH NA COILLE, ROSTELLAN, MIDLETON, CO. CORK.

Aghada Camogie Report
Caman Corcaigh/Jigsaw Sevices
A huge thanks was expressed by Cork
Camogie Board for the great support they
received from all clubs in the recent 5km
Walk for Cork Camogie and Cork Jigsaw
Services. A total of €12,560.95 was collected to date. The important message
from this event was the awareness to our
younger generation of the Cork Jigsaw
Services and that THE VITAL MESSEGE
"It's OK not to be OK" is heard LOUD and
CLEAR.
REBEL BOUNTY DRAW
Aghada GAA Club have got great support
from the Community to support the Rebel
Bounty Draw to help with the magnificent
facilities Pairc Ui Chaoimh. Many thanks

to John Motherway for his huge effort to
promote same within AGHADA CLUBS.
Hope to Return To Train
There is some hope that OUR JUVENILE
PLAYERS will "Return To Train" in April in
Small group pods. With smaller groups
we MUST have extra mentors available to
coach our girls for the 2021 Season.
Please forward your name and complete
E-Vetting ASAP to be part of our excellent
team sport in our community. We are celebrating our 10th years providing Fun
and Social Gatherings in the Brilliant GAA
Facilities in Rostellan Grounds.
Happy Easter to ALL our Supporters,
Keep Safe and Keep in Touch.
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SECAD Launches Free Sustainability Training Programme
for Food Businesses across South Cork
Free Practical Training Programme for
Small, Medium and Artisan food producers to understand and commit to more
sustainable business practices.
Food Business owners across South Cork
will be eager to sign up to SECAD
Partnership CLG's newly announced and
free Sustainable Food Training Programme
which kicks off next month. The programme
(which has limited spaces) has been developed with Small, Medium and Artisan food
(and beverage) producers in mind and aims
to educate and empower these businesses
in various areas where they may be experiencing challenges regarding sustainability.
Having identified challenges faced by food
and beverage producers in relation to sustainability such as; sustainable sourcing and
supply chain practices, packaging, energy,
water and waste, consumer education, carbon emissions, renewable energy and climate change, the trainers of SECAD's
Sustainable Food Training Programme, will
share expert knowledge and advice based
on years of professional experience in these
areas.
In line with the Global Sustainable
Development Goal 12.3: "By 2030, halve
per capita global food waste at the retail and
consumer levels and reduce food losses
along production and supply chains, including post-harvest losses." Ireland has committed, through the Food Waste Charter, to
take responsibility and actions towards
achieving this goal. Businesses, Industry
leaders and individuals are encouraged to

prioritize the prevention of Food Waste at
every point within the supply chain. With that
in mind, SECAD have developed this training programme which will give practical
guidance to food business owners, so that
they can further pursue environmentally
conscious actions within their business
operations.
The modules covered in the training programme will include:
1. Sustainability - The What and The How
(To include green finance and green procurement)
2. Our Food and Our Environment
3. Resource Efficiency (Managing energy,
water and waste)
4. Climate Change - Measure your Carbon
Footprint
5. Communication - Engaging the
Marketplace - Understanding Consumer
Behaviour and Sustainable Consumption
6. Circular Economy Proposition Design
7. Managing Food Waste
8. Building a Sustainability Culture Engaging Employees & Suppliers
9. Packaging, Storage, Transport &
Distribution: Sustainable Supply Chain
Design
10. Design Thinking, Innovation &
Sustainability
Experienced trainers on the course will
include professionals from SustHub; one of
Ireland's leading Corporate Sustainability
and Circular Economy companies, The
Clean Technology Centre (CTC) based at
Munster Technological University; providing

Pictured at the launch of the new SECAD Programme which kicks off next
month were Suzanne Kearney, (centre), Assistant CEO at SECAD; James
Hogan, (Trainer), The Clean Technology Centre (MTU) and Keelin Tobin,
(Trainer), The Clean Technology Centre (MTU). Pic: Brian Lougheed
consultancy to organisations in all key areas
of sustainability, and finally Change by
Degrees; a sustainability consultancy with
over 20 years international experience in climate and environment strategy, communications and employee and customer
engagement.
This programme will run from April 2021 to
November 2021(with a break across July
and August) and attendees will take part in
the following:
- 10 x 3-hour training modules (delivered
online)
- Site visits to businesses considered to be
pursuing best practice in the area of sustainability and/or resource efficiency (subject to
COVID 19 government restrictions)
- One to one training as relevant to their
business needs
- Networking opportunities with food busi-

nesses
The closing date to sign up for this free
course is Monday the 5th of April 2021, with
training starting on Wednesday the 14th.
Places are limited and business owners are
encouraged to log on to www.secad.ie/food
to register for a place now.
#SustainableFood
The Sustainable Food Training Programme
South Cork is funded under The LEADER
Food initiative which is jointly managed by
the Department of Rural and Community
Development and the Department of
Agriculture, Food and the Marine. Approvals
for the awards of funding under this initiative
are made by Cork County Council's
LEADER Local Action Groups which are a
subgroup of the Local Community
Development Committees. (LCDCs)

